Adr 1 G — : 


24 
» » 


DISCOURSE 


| CONCERNING 


BAPTISM. 


Firſt delivered in a Sermon 


at Achallows Lumbard-Freet,OtFob. 4. | 
1658, and now a little inlarged, 


totowhich is ſince inſerted, a 


brief Diſcourſe to perſwade to a | 
Confirmation of the | 
Baptiſmal- Vow. | 

| 


— ͤ— 
——— —— 


By SYMON F ATRICK, D. D. 


—— ſ— — 


Ni-þov « 4 PUN 44, WN Ab,R 1 


— — — 


Rom. 2. 29. 
Cirtumciſion is that of the heart, in the 
Spirit, and not in the letter. 


— — — 


LONDON. 
Printed by T. R. and T. D. for Francis! 


T jton at the three Daggers in Fleei- 
ſtreet, 1667. 7 


— — 


— : 


*. 10 1 bi 215 mn 
SEPPRISESES ES 
R E %. n 


1. | 
T. not needfultro detain thee 
virymany words about the Mat- 

ter or Author of this Treatiſe: 
rue Matter I am ſure will com- 
> mendiit ſelf to thee, if thou wilt 
be pleaſed ſeriouſly and impartially to 
read, and conſider it. And as for the 
Author, I muſt not without diſplea- 
fing him; ſay any thing of him, but 
onely give thee the true reaſon of the 
Publication of this Diſcourſe; which 
I dare affirm on my credit, is not from 
any itching deſire to appear in Print; 
and I belieye, none that know him, but 
will bear witneſs with me in this be- 
half. The ſubſtance of it wasat my 
earneſt entreaty firſt preached, and at- 
cerwards for mine, and the ſatisfaction 
of ſome other friends, tranſcribed ; and 
becauſe I would nor give him the trou- 
ble of tranſcribing ſo many Copies as 
were deſired, and he not judging it 
ſafe to give liberty to other Copies 
that were not writ by himſelf, and I, 
A 2 rogether 


| 


— 


| 


together with others, judging it of ſin- 
gular uſe for the begetting of right ap- 
prehenfions of Baptiſm in theſe dayes of 
ſo much conteſt , I made it my further 
requeſt it might be printed, and with his 


leave have now ſent it abroad, wien I 
| could not in — do without thigac-! 
knowledgement of the high honour he 


hath done me herein, which I doubt 
not but will prove as teal a ſervice to 
thee, and the Truth. Whatever ad- 
vantage thou ſhalt reap from it: aſcribe 
the praiſe to God, and look upon thy 
ſelf as concern d to pray Jor: the Au- 
thor; and let him alſo have a ſhare. in 
thy prayers, who hath been an occaſion 
of ſo great a good unto thee, and is 


Thy Servant in the Lord, 
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PREFACE. 


L £. things coming from one | 1 
Fountain and Father of Being, 
there muſt _nttas be — 


marks and Charaders o, him- 
ſelf upon the face of every one of them, and 
they. caxngt but have ſome cognation 
with, and reſemblance of tach ather, as 
things that proceed on: of the ſane womb 
of the eternal goodneſs. Material beings, 
and ſpiritual, one would think were at 
the greateft diſtance, aud yet they chal- 
lenge 4 kindred one with the ather, and 
there are lines and ftrokes in theſe out- 
ward ſhapes, that expreſs ſomething of 
theſe internal and inviſible beauties, All 
this world below, us but the image of the 
world aleve; and theſe corporeal things 
are but pictures ( though pale indeed, and 
dull) of bang, ſpiritual ; as the Taber- 
nacle of God among his ancient people | 


may inform us. For 4s [ome modern 


SL A 3 Phi- 
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Heb, 90 1. 


Philoſophers call the Loadſtone a Terrel- | 
la, er little Earth, which draws ſimi- | 


lar bodies into its Embraces; ſo Philo | 
ſome-where calls the Tabernacle a little | 


werſe,(the moſt boly reſembling the higbe n 
Heavens, the holy place, the upper Regions | 


| come, from the Sun, the Stars, the Light, 


where the Lights of the world are placed, | 
and where God bath ſet 4 Fabtrnacle for | 
the Sun ; and the outward"Court, the | 
lower parts and Skirts, as me cal them of | 
this world, ) whereby God wild ſhew 
that he could not dwell in houſes made | 
with hands, but that tht whole world 
was his Temple, the ſouls of men his Al- | 
, Love his holy fire, and all men hu 
ſacrifices, And ſo the Apoſtle calls it 
&'ytoy xoopurty, 4 worldly ſancruary, per- 
haps in this ſenſe that I have mentioned, 
Now the [ame Apoſtle afterwards tells as, 
ver. 23, 24, That this Tabernacle and Ap- 
purtenances were vaſe yunre and. ali na, 
Patterns and Figures, or Copies 0 
things in the Heavens; and ſo doth the 
whole Scripture draw repreſentations and 
images of the other world, and things to 


the Feaſts, and ſuch like things ibat are in 


[cbs wherein we inhabit. 


Man 


World, « ſmall image of the whole Uni» \| 


„ 
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Man is made by Gad exryyeis 8 No wr 
pay, (as one ſpeaks) of kin to two worlds, 
the kun as it were, that tyes them buth 
together, or the Button that faſtens them 
one to the other, He lives in the confines 
of each, and with his mind is capable | 
to look into the world of ſouls and ſpirits, 
and with his body he converſes with theſe 
material images, God therefore hah 
thong hi fit to teach his mind the things of 
the one, 4 the Niniſtry of his bodily ſen- 
ces, which have acquaintance onely with 
the other, And beſides, the whole book 
of the Creatures ( letter of which | 
if full of God) he hath alwayes given man 
ame ſpecial. leſſons and documents by out- 
ward Char 1 he hath — 
india ſtriouſiy cut and engraven to impre(s 
his —— ſpiritual — 
though man be i udeele, as I ſaid, inthe | 
con nes of both worlds, yet he is bred | 
up among ſenſible Creatures, and con- | 
tratts acquaintance here, before his ſoul | 
is erown ſo high as to take any notice of | 
things e ; and therefore he being 
moſt affected with the lodies compani- 
ons, it is the ſingular care and provi- | 
dence of God to teach him by ſuch things 


4s are moſt familiar to him, which he 
| A 4 hath 


Fibula utri. 
uſq; mundi, 


The tei. T 


* "| bath-dont'in alk age ef the world, i dt was 
4 yſpomeramong te Antiefltieg:( as they | 
repet) referat aer of Letters 6 
4 Writings, Yinyther-Dans, beſt they | 
ſhould forget u which was" in uſe. 
artong one propletpeay to Scythia, in 
the dayes of Frriſtocke, Ani this. is one... 
reaſon why the" Pſalms are in: werſe, le - 
Cauſe they muuld br the betttr remem- 
bred, and move ſafely repoſized,. being. 4 
Magazine of Pp, Learning. They 
| knew very weil, hot what affetts.the ſen- 
| ſes, and runs ſmoothly, is moſt regarded x | 
and we our ſel ves ſtill rxperience,. that | 
Rithms which make a pretty noiſe, or | 
ingle, are foomer'fixed in peoples minds, | 
than words iy proſe. .Secing then that 
outrard things do ſo notabl, teath ws, a 
| the more any thing ſolicites am of our | 
| ſenſes z, the more acceptable it is wnto : 
| God hath been pleaſed ſo to deal with 
man, that he ſball not want ſach leſſons, | 
| This manner of Diſcipline may be de- 
duced from the fi ſt Adam to the Second. | 
For God placed the firſt mam in a Para- 
| aiſe, a fatr and Leautifull Garden, abound- | 
ine with all manner of fruits, &c. which | 
vas tut a Type of the celeſtial paradiſe a- 
bove, that is watered with ſtreams of 


Light 
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Liebi from the face of God, and rivers 
of pleaſures from lus heart, in the miaſt 
of mhith the Son of Gad is 1he tree of lite. 
An image I ſay God gavr him of Heaven, 
none 45 yet of Hell, lecanſe wan was | 
madeto be happy. Se God likewiſe gave\| 
im 4.'Commandment (the matter of | 
which was ontward and ſenſible ) of ab. 
ſtaining from on tree in the Garden, 
whish was but u dicument of the ſubjei- | 
an he did owe 10 bis Creator, and of the 
tenure wbereby he held all his enjoymtnts. 
After his diſobedience, men were ſome 
way or ot her directed by. him to wake o. 
ferings to God of #htey beaſts and fruits, 
as ac tnomledg ments of their dependance 
and bomage; and udemlrations of the Sa- 
criſice of that ſeed abat was newly promi- 
ſed. In proceſs vf time; when obedience 
grem cold, & their thonghts(its like) of a- 
other life but dull; God took Enoch to | 
himſelf. when he was but 365 years old, to 
teach thæm by theneſelwes, as well a» her 
things;that there was another life, & a re- 


with Gold, which was better than the long- 
eff term of years in theſe earthly poſſefions. 
But wicktaneſs ſtill encreaſing ,God deſtroy- 


ed the world ty. a Deluge of water, which | 


was * 


— 


ward that remained for theſe that waiked 3 
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Gen. 17. 


was but a ſhadow of the | (bow- 
ers of wrath, the ſtreams of fire and 
brimſtone that ſhould fall apon the beads 
of the wicked in the other life, whereby 
God would terrifie the new planters of the 
world, and give them an image of Hell, 
4 he had Los before of Heaven, But 
this was not 4 laſting viſible monument 
of Gods anger, and therefore in ter- 
times Sodom and Gomorrah, and Ci- 
ties about them, were ſet forth for an 
example, ſuffering the vengeance of an 
eternal fire; which places lay juſt in the 
view, and under the eye of that people 
whom God made peculiar to himſelf, and 
ſerved as continsal marks of hu diſplea- 
ſare, and inflances of bis wrath, to make 
them for ever is be beware, That peculiar 
people God ſeparated to himſelf ty the foen 
of Circumciſion, the ſeal of the Covenant 
that he made with them, This mark was 
moſt properly made in that part of their 
fleſh, becauſe the great promiſe to Abraham 
wa, That be would multiply his ſeed as 
the ſtars of Heaven, and that in his ſeed 
all the Nations of the world ſhould be blej- 


things) that they were to be an h 


ſed ; and it aptly repreſents ( befides other 
G ord feed 
unto the Lord, After this Gad did by two 


perſons, | 


— —— — — 


FPR 
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pePfons, Jacob and Efav, ſhadow forth 
unis them, that Vis favours are at bis own 
diſpo[d, and that they are not conferr d 
by nature, but by grace, 
In ibe line o ſacob, Lefides that there 
were many my ical and ſecret vificati- 
ons of bus Wil, which God made by ſun- 
dry perſons and actions; there were alſo 
any entward manifeſt images given of 


— * _—_ In the Law that Moſes 

delivered io them, their ſeveral waſhings, | 
their meats, their ſacrifices (to name no- 
thing elſe) were all ſigns of all ſorts of pu- 
rity and obeditnce, too many now to be 
particularly related,” Their offerings, and 
ſome of their ſacrifices repreſented the 
obedience and ſervices of partirular 
Chriftians, who are made Priefts unte 


God, but the wi of them repreſented 


the offering and [acrifice of the high 
Prieſt of our profeſſion, which was Chriſt 
| himſelf, 0 
And that (I maynot be tedious) when 
Cod would ſbem the greateſt ſavory to the 
world, and — moſt of Heauen, and 
| things above, he comes and dwells amongſt 
us in the perſon of his Sen, and in an out- 
md ſhape manifeſts himſelf to our eyes 
and cars For in the very humanity of 
Chriſt | 


_ The Preface.; 


Jokn 14.9. 


Sect. 4. 


eee of Divinity ene i 


the Majeſty, wiſdom,” Ppwer und 
4e dei, ther Kaine 
lip, He that hath ſeen me, bath een the 
Father alſo. Tea, hen God would gize 4 
Teſtimony of Feſus ta he his Son, he. dpth. 
| it by the wiſible deſcent, of Me Holy Ghoſt,r 
which” be [ay coming down upon -im 
like a Dove; if he would tell as, at 
| bis own Fon ſhall likewiſe be taagbt by 
| theſe outward ſigns and reſtmblances, he 
| being in all things to be conformed unto 
men. 5 * 
Thongh ogr Lord therefore, hath taught. 
4 Religion more full of. ſhiritual motions | 
than had been manifeſted before, and hath 


given. more clear notice of things above, 
nnto mens minds than had formerly come 
unto them; jet he would nat quite alter the. 
| old manner of Diſcipline by outward | 
things, but retains ſome of them in his Oe- | 
| conomy, knowing how weak the minds of | 
men are, and how much more eaſily they 
| apprehend by ſenſe, than by themſelves. 
| Only it is te be obſerved, that he hath' 
| made even theſe outward things to 
ſeak more plainly, and tell their 
meaning more difinBl „and hath writ 
their inſlruttions in 4 . greater, , and 


more 


ergibt been rom before): 


| 
| 


all things were veootten, 


So | 


ID —— ñ 


Jobo 3. 5. 


So the Scholiaſt pop the frft verſe: 
— abs the hr — Ee 
bings, rau 
of 5 the other three Elements are H 
ten ; ont of the ſultil-part of it, the air 
is begotten, ont of the groſſer being card- 


led and compacted, the Earth ; and out 


the mort atherial. and ſpiritous part, 
7 Zire. But perhaps I do not well to 
purſue this notion ſo far, and our Saui- 
our might nat have reſpet# to ſuch things 
Aale. Tet this we are ſure of, that we 
muſt be born again of water and the 
Spirit; and that aur ſpiritual nouriſhe 
ment after Chriſt is conceived within as, 
is compared unto water alſo, a5 you may 
ſee, John 4.14. And I cannot but like- 
wiſe think, that be had ſome regard in 
appointing -Baptiſm to the cleanſing and 


cooling that is in water; andihat 
it excellemly * unto ws, the Spi- 
rit of God to be poured forth tothe puri · 


Hing and waſhing us from the filth of fin 
and the blondof Chriſt to the 2 


ing our guilt, and quenching the heat of 


Gods anger that might juſtly burn in our 
ſouls, when we did remember that we 
were ſinners, 


Bout 


N 
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| But there have ſo many ſeveral winds 
of Doctrine town pen theſe Waters of 
Baptiſm, aud ſtroue together, that they 
are become troubled and darkned, ſo that 
one can ſcarcely ſee with any clearneſs to 
the lottame of them. 
. he great Comreverſes that now 4- 
alaut the perſons that ſhould be ba 
ag, have 2 175 and agitated — 
bes, that 1 dowht few bave any calm 
— etled gy us of the nature and 
a * ſelf. Moſt Books thus 
treat. of this are ſo concerned 
in the quarre a Infants, that the aſe 
which wen 2 ta mute of it, 


— and they wl aun ſee, that 
ws. r All baptized into the ſame Spirit, 
and made the ſame body, and emred 
747. —— ociety and community 


Ones, What more 
— — 7 What ſooner puts ont 
ur fires ? If ibe waters of Baptiſm 
(next to the blond of Chriſt ) were ſprink- 


our intemperate heats, they 
ee our beyling paſſions, and we 


cantain our 


elves within the 
due 


| SeR. 6. 


— _ . 


| The Preface; ' + 
Aar udunds of aloviny and gentle'zeal, 
e I ſaid: in lui litule thong ht 
e, fer what Chriſt did inſtitate his .huly 
kite. Some look apm it — a cala. Ce- 
'remony, and many ſ he it 
that = be — becauſe Chrifh hui 
communded, but cannot tell to what pur- 
| poſe's: and others glory in it at \prias> 
lege; lu little: uuderſt and any thing of 
| duty that it requires ofibem. n 
e. us Pliny tells of awiterdn Cilicia)1which | | 

is called (he ſait i. N N. or Mindz . 

| canferitawill make thaik ſenſes uf drink 
3t,ſubtil and appreherifove," Suidason the 
| | | coxtrety:faith; chan vis called d or 
| wandt, Bec [et nu profyefootsſh, 
| Ad fable awaythariauderfandant, \Badb 
| -4 defferent eſteem un mn feemfa ave of 
| | theſe, waters of Bupt ij while que | 

lam wiſe, A pie lite of paeſficaey 
and uſe tbem onciyανν]h]IH»iancs with 

ſimple peoples and ar make 4 
heavenly waters, that they dn wo; ur 
| all, but being baptize4; they are-3[e e. 
| nough unts ſal vation; but both, h 
are agreed in this, 10 under ſtand u- RN. 
gagement that is laid upon us N 
| and lo expect that what they can dp, ſbvetd 
Le wrought alone by them, without any help 


„ 
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the 
de g 


Skin only, and me 


fing 5 


waters in Egypt.) 
Oda wwe mirra ö . 


or asiſpencefrom our ſelves, And we ſind. 


reatett multitude of that ſort , who 
in; Baptiſm, at the Jewes did 
toaſt of Circumciſion , - who-[ay in effect, 
what Julian (its lite falſly)- makes Con- 
ſtancius ſay , That our Religion requires 
nothing at the greateſt ſinners, but only 
this, Waſb ; and thou art clean from all 
thy faul crimes; and if thou commit 
them again, do but knock thy breaſt, 
and beat thy head, and all is well. But 
Juſtin Marcyr might bave anſwered him, 
and gives us all another leſſon in his Dia- 
logue with the Jew; where he ſaith, What 
good doth that Baptiſm that (cours the 
bo the body white ? 
Baptize your ſelves from anger, and 
from covetouſneſs, from envy and ha- 
tred, & then hehold your body is clean. 
It is a ſign and ſeal of Gods great bleſ- 
— ſoit is of our promiſe to him of 
Obedience. upon condition then that we 
own this Covenant when we anderſtand 
it, and keep our ſelves ftriftly and religi- 
ouſly to the terms of it: Me may ſay of theſe 
waters, 4s Euripides of the ſea (upon the 
occaſion of Plato's recovery by the ſali 


They 


In his Kaiog- 


pls ris Wa. 
Ys HOM 
Tr z KC, 
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liouertt , 5 
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Vit L. g. 
cap. 3. 


SeR. 7. 


"The waſh away, and heat ofthe evildiſer? 


ſes of men, But otherwiſe they will be lite 
ſome waters in Thrace , in which whe- 
ſeever waſhes , he certainly dies. 1 
I have therefore adventured to expiſe 
to the World a few of my green and wnton- 
cofted thoughts concerning this Args- 
ment, andto repreſent what I boneei ve to 
be the trut meaning of Japtiſm, Which N 
nothing different from the. ſenſe of the. 
C — of God. There are a multitude f 
Books 1 kitow-in the World, and web com- 


one; aud of others I'may thfily ottain. a 


| | | ſenſible 


plain of it; they that do, may let this a- 


| pardon for putting my ſelf into the crowd , 
ice I take up & but little u, and rhake 
| but a very ſhort ſtop in their paſſage to 
| better Authors, Others (it may be ſaid) 
| weight have been better xlloived to have 
| handled this matter. I'think ſo too; and 
believe there are great numbers that un- 
derftarid better, and nhiliitades thit un- 
derftand as nuch, and ſome thut can en- 
large theſe rings that ure here ſaid, into 
more Perfpiewins una profitable diſcborſes 

und I Hare not ſo mueb us flatter my ſetf, 
{ what I 4% Ahle to leau the way to thy of 
| them, if I may provoke Ihen to do better, 
I think my labour well beſtowed, I am 


\ 


rde Preface, 


4 weak and wateriſh impreſſion wpow my 
mind; but they may draw more lively 
pictures of themſelves spes other ſouls and 
let them give us 4 Copy of their conceptions, 

Since the preaching of this Ser mon, it 
came ſo ſtrongly into my mind (ty taking 
g#tice of ſome diſcourſes abroad) to inſert 
ſomething of Confirmation, that I could 
not well put away thoſe thoughts , and ſo 
1 have let them take their place in the bo- 
dy of the Sermon, by way of perſwaſionto 
4 more hearty , and open owning of the 
Baptiſmal Covenant. 

Therely men will aſcend from Water 


wnio Wine; from a weak eſtate, to 4 


more ſtrong and man'y conſtitution : and 


| God will not only ſprinkle clean Water 


upon their faces, bat even lay his hands 
upon their heads, thereby taking more firm 
bold of them, and apprehending them for 
his own , and conferring his bleſsingt more 
abundantly in them nom that they put 
thewſebues into his hands, to be directed 
and ruled in al things by him, 4s thoſe 


that are wholly in his power, 


I dare wot keep you any longer in the 


entry, for fear you grow weary , and loth to 
ftep fee 47 Fiege of the next 


— 


ſenſible that the images of Trathmake tut 


B 2 Ef, 


Sect; 8, 


— 
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The Preface, 


leaf, and look into the. main Building. 
| And there 1 ſhall not ſtay your eyes lang; 
fer wy furniture being little, it was not 


4 


Wiſdom to make the houſe too wide and 


ſpaciaus. 
{ , ' 
| Nov. 6. 1658, 


S. P. 


| | (1). 
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Acts 16. 33. Ul. 


And was baptized, Ir and al bu, 
ſtraight-way, ; 


Diſciple) 4 Nations , 
baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt : We find in this ſtory 
of their Acts, (wherein ſome of their 
_ are _ ) =_y ſoon - 
they had perſwaded an ons to 

Chriſtians, — they received 
them into their fellowſhip , by this Ce- 
remony of waſhing them with Water. 
A Truth, which among all the Diſputes 


| 


_ have been quarrelled ; yet there 


B 3 have 


about Baptiſn, one would think ſhould | 


Mat. 28. 19. 
ö 


_ — 


p 


Avguſt de he 


AR. 8. :8. 


reſ. 46. & 59+ | 


been thoſe buſie phanſies in the world 
that bave called this into Queſtion, and | 
would perſwade us that our Saviour in 
thoſe words intended not any ſuch wa- 
ſhing with water, and no other Bap- | 
tiſm is to be owned, but that of the 
Spirit. 

But ſo men may ſay, if they pleaſe, 
that when Philip and the Eunuch went | 
into the water, he baptized him with fire, ' 
It the Apoſtles could underſtand our 
Saviours meaning, thoſe menare ſuffi- 
ciently refuted by their practiſe; for 
though our Saviour baptized none 
that we read of, but with 'the Spirit; 
(and the Papiſts will have a hard task 
to obtain this prebeminence for Peter, 
that he received the Baptiſm of Water 
at Chriſts hands: ) yet it will be need - 
leſs pains to prove that his Apoſtles | 
and their Succeſſors- afrer them, did 
initiate , and admit Diſciples in that 
manner. 1 | 
But notwithſtanding, this , there are 
| others that (left che world ſhould be 
quiet) do ſtart a ne queſt ion, Whe- 
ther that Command of our Lords ex- 
|tended any further, than to the firſt 
Proſelyring of the Nations, or ought 

now 
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now to be followed among Chriſtian 


ople ? who might have ſpared the 
abour of making ſuch a doubt , ugleſs 
they could give us ſome ground to 
think, that that part of their Com- 
miſſion was aſter revoked, or then li- 
mited to ſuch a time, and likewiſe ſolid- 
ly expound thoſe following words, 
I am with you always to the end of the 
world; and ſhew us why the work of the 
new birth ( which the Apoſtle makes 
the fignification of Baptiſes ) is not 
now as well as then, to be ſhadowed 
and repreſented, Yet others will not 


let their wits be at reſt , but make a fur- 
ther enquiry , Whether the words of 
our Saviour include in them a com- 
mand, or only a permiſſion , becauſe he 
ſaith only Baptizing , not Baptize ? 
Though the conſtant praiſe of the 
Apoſtles in this Book related, and of 
the Church afterward, might well have 
hoon — to "— 1 9 
t without any er diſpute, 
—_— following words likewiſe , 
Teaching them , &s. would have told 
ſuch men that their iry was need- 


leſs, unleG it can be t, chat be- 


BefiZorng. 


cauſe he doth not ſay , Go icach, we my 
B 4 chuſe 
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| choſe whether we will pive any further 
inſtruction to our people. 3 | 
Taking it therefore for granted, | 
(without engaging my (elf in ſuch 
queſtions) that the words now read, 
do ſpeak of Baptiſm by water, ſtill to | 
be retained ia the Church of God; 
you may obſerve in them theſe three 
things. | 
1. A Nite or Ceremony uſed, and 
that i is Baptiſm , or Waſhing with wa- 
_— 
2, The perſons baptized, The Faylor 
and all his,” 
L 3. "The time of its Adrainiſtration , 
ves ved, Praight-may » inflantly, at 
| that hour of the night that the torego 
80 ſtory was acted, without any fur ther 
c 


a 
= Which! am invited to treat of 
a khres rings; Firſt, Of the Uſe and In- 


tent ian of Ba piiſm,. Secondly , Of the 
qualities or idpolitions of chaſe that 
receive it. Thirdly, Of the time that | 
fü required7o tender them ! perſons firly 
_ 75 hed to receive it. 

Fg theExphcarion of thefirſt , we 
five Fg 5 no fault with the common 
— thi faith; „Baptiſin i in its ge- 


neral 


— - — 
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neral notion, is an outward viſible ſign 
and ſeal of ſome inward and inviſible 
grace and favour conveyed and made 
| over thereby unto us, But to diffe- 
rence it from the other Sacrament , we 
muſt enguire what that grace, favour 
and priviledge is, and ſhew how it doth 
ſigniſie, and ſeal it between God and 
us. And upon due conſideration, 1 
believe we ſhall find, that to be Bapti- 
zed , expreſſeth ſomething on our part, 
and ſomething on Gods; both which 
put together, make it a fœderal Rite, 
whereby we and God enter into a Co- 
venant and Agreement together, and 
mutually engage to the performance of 
ſeveral things, which are all to our be- 
hoof and benefit. . 
|. As we preſent our ſelves to the 
Miniſter of this Sacrament, and receive 
it, ſo it expreſſes ſomething done by | 
us; and then, 2, As the Miniſter 
(Gods Deputy or Embaſladonr ) 
doth receive us, and waſhus with this 
water, by the Authority , and intothe 
name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſtz ſo it expreſſeth ſomething done 
by God, Both which it concerns us 
for the ſecuring of our duty, and our 
com- 


— — 
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(6) 
comfort alſo, te be agquainted withall z 
and therefore I ſhall hey you , 


1. What is che true meaning and 
intent of it on the part of the perſon 
baptized, who offers himſelf,or 13 offer- 
ed to receive it : which I will lay before 
you ip theſe particulars. 


* 


Firſt, In the general notion of it, 1 
s 2 profeſſion of a Religion wherein | 
ta we enter, and to which we engage to 
be faithfal} and conſtant Diſciples, It 
5 a Ceremony whereby Proſelytes 
are made, and all that ule it do there- 
by come into a new way and late, for- 
{aking all their old perſwaſiom, practi- 
ſes and relations wherein they were 
born: and bred , that are contrary to, | 
and inconſiſtent with theſe new En- 
gagements. It is well obſerved by St. 
n alan no. Auguf. Thu wen tan be aſtociued to- 
— gg. — #4 in 1 Religion, whether true or 
— 3 falſe, unleſs they be combined by the com- 
peſſunt honi- | man ſie of ſome viſible Signs and $acra- 
neg wi“ mem & their profaſien. Which the 


Sign 1culorum 


tſeu Sacramen- world hath found ſo long experi- 
terum vb | 
um co tſertio coll g atur. adv. Fauſt, . 19. cap. 11. 


| ence 
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ence to be true, that I need not be care- 
full to prove it, The Fews it is mani- 
feſt, were differenced from others by 
| Circumciſion , and ( as their Doctors 
tell us) entred into Covenant with 
God, not only by it,, but by Baptiſm al- 
| ſo, together with a ſacrifice unto him, | 
And when a Heathen would become 
2 Few, and undertake their —— See Burtor f. 
| and ſo repoſe himſelf (as their phraſe % IF" ** 
is) under the wings of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, he was to be circumciſed , bap- 
tized, and offer Sacrifice; for which 
Maimon ( as ſundry learned men ob- | 5 
ſerve out of him) brings no other e 
proof, but that Nam. 15. 15. As ye are, 
| i | ſo ſhall the ſtranger be; ſo ſuppoſin 
| as oy er known, that by thoſe 
| three the Fews ſubmitted them- 
ſelves to the yoak of the Law, And 
it is as commonly known, that they ſay 
their mothers entred into Covenant 
only by Baptiſm andSacrifice,and ſo did 
ſome Proſelytes by thoſe (without Cir- 
| cumciſion) engage to worſhip the one 
God of Alralam, Iſaac and Facob , and 
ſorſaking all Idols, to obſerve him on- | 


ly; as that paſſage of R. Foſbuahs clear- 


by ſnews, ( which is cited by Ruymen- | 
| dur) 


— — — 
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Pag Fide: P41 | dag He is baptizkd and not circum- 
e. | ciſed y Behold thir is a ſtranger convert 
| ed, tor u we find of our mothers, (viz, 
Sarah , Rebecca, & c.) that they were 
luptis cd, but not circumciſed, 
Baptiſm now hath no different ſigni- 
' fication, but only we lay this Engage- 
ment upon our ſelves, to worſhip the God 
end Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; and 
to come to him through his Son, and to 
embrace that religion which he teaches 
us from God, which is that whereby we 
are diſtinguiſhed from Fews , Mahome- 
tant, and all other people in the world, 
| who-g0 not to God through this Medi- 
ator , nor own that bleſſed Goſpel that 
he hath delivered unto us. 

If any ſhould ask me, why by Bap- | 
tiſm ve ſhould make this Profeſſion ra- 
thet then any other Rite; The anſwer 
methinks is eaſie, if what hath been ſaid 
be conſidered,” together with the par- 
| ticulars that I ſhall mention after 1 
| have diſpatched this general notion of 
f it. And beſides ; it ſeems conſiderable 
to me, that Moſes tihe Mediator of the 

Old Covenant, did receive the people 
into it by Baptiſm, and not by Circum- 
ciſian. For it is not only ſaid, Exadus 
| Be 5 19. 10. 


— 
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19. 10, That they ſhould ſanctiſie them- 

ſelues, aud waſh their; Clothes; byr it is 
ikewiſe plain from Foſuah 5, 5. That 
none were circumciſed while they. were 
in the Wilderneſs, and they are not all 
the while reproved or rebuked for it, 
and were notwithſtanding within the 
Covenant, which was ſure by ſome Ce- 
remony or other; and the Apoſtle al- 
ſo faith, 1 Cer. 10. 2. Thu they were 
all baptized into Moles in the cloud, and 
inthe ſes, God by the covering of the 
cloud, took them under his wings and 
protection, owning them for his peo. 
ple , and they paſſing — 4 73 eart 
of che ſea, the waters incloſing them 
ronnd about, did profeſs to truſt in 
E , * there N. all the 
t ts of Egypt which lometimes 
| ran wat „ an _— they loved 
over-much, Now as only Baptiſm , 
and. not Circamcifion was uſed, when 
SOLES 

mini | , (who march 

with them in the cloud ) and delivered 
them from the ſlavery and bondage of 
egypt by the hand of Moſes z ſo God 
'thought fir to uſe no other way of 
making Diſciples when he ſent his = 
. 
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Vid. Groat In 
Mat. 3. 6. 


Gaul un not. 
in vit. Moſes 
J. 1. cap. 11. 


* Mr. Pocock 
hath largely 
ſhewn that 
yon and 
ga iet d 


f cap. 9» 


*—— ͤ——„— 


| 


Son to work a greater Salvation for us, 
and to be the Mediator of a better 
Covenant with us, of which the ancient 


Fews do not ſeem to have been b. 
ther ignorant, when they ſay, thar 
there ſhall be ſuch a multitude of Pro- 
ſelytes in the dayes of the Meſſiab, that 
they ſhall be admitted by Baptiſm only | 
without any Circumciſion, It may not 
be unit to add, that all Nations uſed 
Waſfings ſo much, that there could 
not be invented ( one would think) a 
Rite more likely to be readily received 


than this, The Fews it is plain, not only 
when they admitted perſons into Cove 
nant, but afterwards alſo in caſe of le- 
gal pollutions, uſed divert N | 
hree 


the Apoſtles phraſe is, Heb. 9. 10. 


forrs of which 1 find Sbterveti by a lear- 


ned man; Pirſt, There were their waww4- 


"euvet BAHN, * their daily Waſhing $, 


which were introduced dy the Phariſees, 


Secondly, There were cheir Bapriſnts or 
Immerſions of the Hole body into 


do not fignific 347 1 5 1 
among them always the Waking of the whole body „ which is to 
be obſerved agtiaſt thoſe chat Make is now nectfſary, Not, Atti. 


Water, 
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Water, which all che Fews were bound 
unto in their confeſlions. And thirdly, 
| The bathings of their Women; which 
they were tied unto ſeven weeks dfter 
their delivery of a Child. Unto which 
Imay likewiſeadd , that Waſhing was 
uſed as a token of innocency and free- 
dom from ſuch guilt as might be 
thought to cleaye to 2 perſon; which 
the Fſalmiſt ſuppoſeth in that phraſe, 
Palm 26,6, an — Bonn of — 

| ainly expreſſeth, 21. 6, 7. T 
2 their hands, and fay , on 
baut have not ſhed this bleed” &c. 
which perhaps Pilate would imitate, 
(having to do with the Fews ) whan he 
had condemned our Saviour, Mt. 27. | 
24. For be nuſbed bis lands before the 
multitude , and ſaid; I am innecent of the 
blood of this juſt man, ſee ye to it; 8 il it 
had been but an accidental murther , 
or that which he could no more help. 
than if a man had been killed by 
chance, Certain it is, the Gentiles like» 
wiſe uſed Waſhings very much, not on- 
ly after murthers, but likewiſe in cafe 
of other crimes, and alſo in their ad- 
miſſions of perſons into the ſecrets of 
ſome of their Religions; ſor ow 
ee 
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(*) De Baptiſ. 
cap. 5, de 
Præſcrib. cap 4. 


(f)Kai wo a8- 
or dy Tyr 
EKETAITH . 
Aeg Ne 
Tu reh 

xetnpuy Mor, 
&c. Apolog 2. 


ſee (% Tertallian. And if there were no- 
thing elſe to make us believe the em 
uſed this Ceremony in theſe caſes, this 
might make it very probable s for the 
Gentiles were but their Apes, and the 
Devil (as (f) Joſt. Martyr obſerves 
in this very caſe of Baptiſm) took di- 
vine Rires, and made them do ſervice 
in His helliſh Myſteries, They hearing 
(ſalcti te) the ſaying of the Prophet 
If4\::""Waſh you , make: you clean Cc. 
would have. their Worſhippers ſprink- 
led) wich water when they went into 
their Temples to mike an Offering, 
yea and be waſhed all over before they 
came rhither. All which being true, out 
bleſſed Lord would think it fit to inno- 
vate as little as he could;8&.ſo toaccom- | 
modate this ſiguificant and innocent 
Ceremony to his purpoſes, and tran- 
ſlate it from the Jens, to be a Rite 
whereby to profeſs mward purity of 
body and ſoul, juſt as he did in the 
other Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 
wherein he hath made uſe not onſy of 
the bread and wine, but as divers have 
obſerved , of the accuſtomed words 
which the Fews then uſed at the Paſ- 
| chal Supper, For ſo his Wiſdom judged 
it 
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it meet to make former Rites ſerve his 


own ends, rather than introduce 
ſtrange and unheard of things, which 
had not been known in former times. 
His deſign was not novelty, but truth; 
not his own glory, but the good of 
men, and ſo he conformed himſelf in 
this co their praiſe, which (that I may 
ſpeak more particularly) is to be conſi- 
dered, 

Secondly, As a profeſſion of Re- 
pentance from dead Works, a relin- 
quiſhing of all ungodlineſs and world- 
ly laſts, ſoas never more to be friends 
with them, This is taught us not only 
by the Baptiſm of John, which was ad- 
miniſtred with conteſſion of ſin, and is 
called the Baptiſm of Repentance, and 
likewiſe accompanied with an Exhor- 
cation to bring forth fruits meet for 
Repentance, and in refuſing of which 
the Phariſees are ſaid to have rejected 
the counſel of God againſt themſelves ; 
but alſo by the exhortation of the A- 
poltle to the new Converts, Act. 2. 
38, Repent and be baptized every one of 
you, & c. i, e. make profeſſion of your 
Repentance by Baptiſm to the remiſſi- 
on of your ſins, the ſenſe of which had 

C pricked 


Mar. 3.6, 8. 
Mar. 1.4. 
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Col. 2. 11. 


Rom. 6. 3,4, 6. 


ricked them in their hearts. And it 
is further manifeſt from all the circum- 
ſtances of Baptiſm, For they put off 
their old cloaths, and ftript themſelves 
of their Garments z then they were im- 
merſed all over, and buried in the wa- 
ter, which notably ſignified the putting 
off the body of the fins of the fleſh, 
(as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) and their en- 
tring into a ſtate of death or mortifi- 
cation after the fimilitude of Chriſt ; 
according to the fame Apoſtles lan- 
guage elſewhere, We are baptigei into 
his death, we are buried with him in Bap- 
tiſm, knowing that our old man is cru- 
cified with him, that the body of fin 
might be deſtroyed, that henceforth 
we might not ſerve fin, All which was 
rendred ſtill more fignificant by the 
Antients, who baptized only on the 
laſt day of the week at night, i. e. on 
the even of two Lords dayes in the 
year, (called therefore by Chryſoſteme 
wares meg, ) Becauſe Chtiſt then 
lay in the grave, and was about to 
riſe again : In conformity to whom, 
they by this Rite did profeſs them- 
ſelves to be dead, and (coming out of 
the water ) there to leave all their fins 


| 


drowned 


3k Tot. Eq , , . vv... £44.44 A 3, 
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drowned and. buried in that grave, ne- 
ver to revive again, There is one thing 
more (not to be forgotten) which 
makes it more clear, that it was intend- 
ed for a proleſſion of Repentance, and 
that is 55 Renunciat ion which they 
made to the Devil, the world, and the 
fleſn; or the open declatatiqu upon the 
queſtion propounded whiqb they made 
againſt all Gods enemies, therm of 
which ſo many antient Authors do. re» 
cord, that it is vain to cite an; but the 
ſenſe of it was this, Do you tenounce, 
or do you forſake the world; and all 
the vanities, fallies and wickedneſs 
thereof? I ds ferſate them, ſaid the per- 
ſan to be baptized. Do you for- 
ſake the Devil ? will you havenever a- 
ny thing to do with his works ? I do 
forſake him, and athor them all, &c. 
unto which the Apoſtle is thought to 
have reference, 1 Pet. 3. 21. when he 
ſpeaks. of the anſwer of a good conſci 
ence, as the ;aptiſm whicti ſaves us, and 
not the outward waſhing, or putting a- 
way of the filth ot the fleſh. This us | 
a this queſtion, What ſhall Ide is be 
ſaved ? and-conſequently the hearty 
anſwer to all that 2 propoſed as Wy 

2 re 
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fireto ſalvation, is that which makes 
Baptiſm to be valid, and of force unto 
us, The Fews ſay in their tradition, 
that Adam ſtood a whole week up to 
theneck in Water, begging of God to 
accept of his Repentance for what he 
had committed. Whatſoever he did, 
Jam ſure this Waſhing with water doth 
moſt fitly repreſent both our acknow- 
— — that we are worthy to die, 
be ſwallowed up in the water; and 
our profeſſion that we will forſake all 
our filthineſs, if we may but be accep - 
ted unto life. 
Thirdly, It is a Profeſſion of faith 
in the Father, Son and holy Ghoſt, For 
we are baptized into their Name, and 
ſo it ſignifies,” either firſt that we hear- 
tily accept of the Father for our God 
and happineſs, to love him above all; 
and of the Son, for our Lord and Sa- 
viour, as the way unto the Father ; and 
of the Holy Ghoſt for our Sanctifier, 
Guide and Conductor to the Son; or 
ſecondl (which comes to the ſame, ) 
That we embrace that Doctrine for our 
Rule hich is delivered unto us from 
the” Father, through the hands of his 


Son, by the Power of the Holy Spirit, 
to 


— 
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to fear all his threatnings, to relye up- | 
on all his Promiſes, and to yeild obedi- 
ence to all his Commands as long as 
we live. That this profeſſion of Faith 
was made in Baptiſm, is plain, not only 
from As $. 37, where Philip faith to 
the Fuxuch, If thos believeſt with all 
thine heart, thou mayeſt be Baptized , 
and he anſwers, I believe that Feſus 
Chriſt i the Son of God; but likewiſe 
from this, that the word Baptiſm is put 
| for the whole Doctrine which he 
preached, who did Baptize, as you 
may ſee, Act 18, 25. (knowing only 
the Baptiſm of Fob»,) As 19.3. (Into 
what were you Baptized ? and they aid, 
| into Fobns Baptiſm :) By which it ap- 
pears, that being Baptized into ſuch a 
name, though one ſhould ſpeak no- 
thing, expreſſes a conſent to embrace 
chat word which he preaches and de- 
clates to be the Will of God, Yea, Bap- 
tiſm is an open profeſſion and Declarati- 
on to all, that we are of ſuch a faith, for 
it is not enough that we are gerſwaded 
of the Truth of Chriſts Religion, but 
we ought alſo publikely to own it, and 
manifeſt to the world our belief df it, 
| which ſeems to me to be the meaning 
C 3 of 
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Te place, Mark 16. 16. He that 
believes, and is Laptized, fhall be ſa- | 
ved: 1. e. _ He that owns the faith of | 
Chriſt in Truth, and makes a profeſſi- 
on of his belief by receiving this mark | 
of the Chriſtin Religion, he ſhall be 
accepted of God to lite. Fot that was 
required by our Saviour of his Diſci - 

les, that they ſhould not be aſhamed of 
Tim beiore men, nor be afraid to let 
the world know that they were his Diſ- 
ciples, by uſing all thoſe things where 
by they were diſtinguiſhed from the 
reſt of men, 

4. It is a profeſſion of holineſs and 
obedience, and an engagement we 
thereby lay upon our ſelves to main- 
tain all purity in body and ſoul, which | 
is the immediate conſequent of the two 


former, and ſeems to be alluded unto. 


by the Apoſtle, when he ſaith, 1 Cer. 6. 
11. Such were ſome of you, but you are 
waſhed, but you are ſanctiſed, &c. i. e. 
| you have betaken your ſelves by re- 

ceiving of Baptiſm, to a holy and pure 
Converſation: And it is more plainly 
expreſſed by him, Gal,3,27, As m- 
ny of jon 45 have been baptized into 
Chriſt, have put on Chriſt, In token 
of | 
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of which, and that they incended all 


Purity, (like thoſe in the Revelation, 
who are ſaid to follow the Lamb in 
white ) they were preſently cloathed 
with white Garments when they came 
out of the water. From whence that 
day was called White-Swnday, which 
was one of the principall times when 
the Antients did admit perſons to Bap- 
tiſm z and they all profeſſed hereby, 
that they hated the garment ſpotted 
with the fleſh, and would never return 
again to the dirty pleaſures of the world 


| wherein they had wallowed, An an- 


tient Chriſtiap Poet doth excellently 
expreſs it, 


Fulgentes animas veſtis q uoq; candida ſignat 
Et grege de nives gandia paſtor habet. 


A bright garment was caſt over 
ſnining and gliſtering ſouls, and the 
Great Shepherd took no ſmall plea- 


ſure in his milk-white Lambs, whoſe 


outward luſtre did but ſigniſie that 
they were become the Children ot the 
Light, and of the day, and would 
have no more fellowſhip with the un- 


fruitfull works of Darkneſs, Eph. 5. 
C4 8,10, 


— 
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Fieſaeus,), x, | 
ſelect, cap 3» 

| 

| 

| (77 ge. 
Fhavius 

unn ad ch i- 
oph, Angel, 


8,10, Which place ſome would inter- 
pret of Baptiſm, called therefore by 
the Antients eungdr> or Illuminati- 
on, of which thoſe ſplendid Garments 
was a fit ſigniſication. The Greeks at 
this day put ſuch a Robe upon the 
Child immediately after Baptiſm, ſay- 
ing, Receive this lucid and immacu- 
late Cloathing, and bring it before 
the Tribunal of our Lord Jeſus with- 
out ſpot, and thou ſhall have eter- 
nal life, Amen. Certain it is, that 
all true Chriſtians have ever accounted 
this the great intent of this outward 
Rite of Baptiſm, to be an Engagement 
to Holineſs; 1% vi Nr, due 76 vo 
222% is the ſenſe of them all. Be 
clean, not only by the waſhing of thy 
body, but the purgation of thy mind. 
Bath and ſteep thy ſoul in holy truths, 
till they have fetcht out all thy filth, 
For even a Few can ſay, Qui Baptiza- 
tur ſine intentione, perinde eſt ac fi non 


. | Baptizatur; He that doth not intend 


that which is meant by Baptiſm, is as if 
he were unbaptized; for it is not dirt 


— _ 
— —— 


({aith he) and excrementious adhe- 
rencies that a Man waſheth away, but 
there is 2 Reſemblance herein of the 

cleanſing 


J 
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cleanſing of the ſoul from all filthineſs, 
ie. from thoſe perverſe thoughts, and 
evil habits which he profeſles to for- | 
ſake by bringing his ſoul to the waters 
of Vertue and Knowledge, as Ezekiel 
ſaith, a. 36, 25. Thus Maimon, 
And theretore they well ſaid, He that | 
comes from among the Gentiles unto 
us Din amp 17 PIP for , 
the ſake of any wordly vanity, he is ,,.. : _ 
not a Proſelyte of Juſtice ; for which 
cauſe they uſed to examine him, whe- 
ther for the hope ol gain, or honour, 
or compelled with fear, he betook him- 
ſelf to their profeſſion, and to ſearch 
| | whether there were any young Man 
or Woman of Iſrael that the party made | 
love unto, becauſe they would have 
them only out of holy ends undertake 
their Religion. And indeed their ri- 
ſing again, and coming out of the wa- 
ter, did likewiſe ſigniſie this, that they 
had left their filthineſs behind, and were 
made new men, hence · ſorward to ſerve 
| God in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs all 
| the dayes of their lite. 

5. It is a Profeſſion of ſelf-denial, 
and taking up the Croſs if we meet 
with it in our Chriſtiancourſe, For 

Waters, | 


— — — — ewes. 


— 
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never ſo dear, that would diveſt him 


me in my ſufferings and endurances 


the Indians ( as Porphiry tells us) as 
ſoon as they were choſen to be of the 


| 
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Waters ſigniſie in Scripture Affli&iows 
and 7ribulations, which ſometimes go 
over our head,and overwhelm us. And 
accordingly. our Saviour ſpeaking of 
his ſufferings, ſaith, I have 4 Baptiſm to be 
baptix ed with, &c. And are you able to 
be baptized with the Baptiſm that I am 
baptized with ? i. e. to take part with 


here in the world for Gods ſake? and 
immediately it follows, Tos ſhall in- 
deed be baptized with my Baptiſm, you 
ſhall be wet in blood, and baptized in 
your own tears and ſweat. Whoſoever 
puts on Chrift, takes upon him his ſuf- 
ferings, and renounces ( as you have 
heard) to all thoſe things, though 


of his dearer Saviour, -or make him | 
falſe to that Covenant into which he 
doth enter. So the Samanæans among 


ſociety of thoſe Divines, and had that 
Title, they ſhaved their body, and re- 
ceived a Stole or long Robe, after 
which they renounced wow ina to 
all cheir Eſtates, never thinking of re- 
turning to Wife, Children, or any 

other 
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other thing, making no. account of 
them; but wholly imploying t hemſelves 
in the things of God, ( as his words 
are they lived 4 ndrns dun tree, 
without wives, or Poſſeſſions, or their 
former enjoyments. Such a white Gar- 
ment I told you the Chriſtians ſome- 
time received in token of their put- 
ting on Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; with 
that they put on new relations, and 
eſpouſed another intereſt, and did pro- 
fels to forſake Father, Mother, Wife, 
Children, Houſes, Lands, and all things 
elſe for his Names ſake, and to call no- 
thing theirs, but only Chriſt. Which 
likewiſe we cannot deny, they did ve- 
ry antiently repreſent, by ſigning them 
with the ſign of the Croſs, ( innocent- 
ly enough it is likely, till Superſtition 
did abuſe it) in token of the crucified, 

afflicted condition into which they 
muſt be willing to enter, if Chriſt 
ſhould call them to it. And ſo we may 
interpret that place, 1 Ti. 6. 12. Fight 
the good fight of Faith, lay hold on Eter- 
nallife, whereunto thou art alſo called, 
and haſt profeſſed a good profeſſion 
before many witneſſes, i. e. endure ſuf- 
* for Chriſts ſake, for _— 

calle 


1 

called unto it, and haſt r in 
Baptiſm thou wouldſt be his faichfull 
Souldier before many witneſſes, i. e. 
(ſaich Hierom) before the people of 
God and his Holy Angels, thou didſt 
| renounce to the world, and all the 
ſoftneſſes and vanities thereof, and 
| gave up thy ſelf to endure hardſhip, (as 
| it is in another place, 2 Tim. 2, 3.) 
Like a good Souldier of Feſus Chriſt, For 
. Dilberram | this cauſe it was perhaps that their Bap- 
diſp de ami. tiſteria, or Fonts uſed to be made where 
ite. ſſome Martyrs had ſuffered, that ſo 
they might be put in mind they entred 
| into a Warfare, wherein they muſt re- 
| fiſt unto blood, ſtriving againſt fin, 
Our very firſt Incorporation into 
Chriſt, is in effe& an Expiration to the 
world ; and then we begin todie, when 
we begin to live, As ſoon as ever we 
declare for Chriſt, and are liſted into 
his Militia, the Devil raiſeth all his for- 
ces againſt us, and we muſt not expect 
to marchquietly to Heaven, You ſhall 
tead of nothing but ef after 
our Saviours Baptiſm, and moſt of the 
reſt of his life before; for thirty years, 
( which we may ſuppoſe had leſs trou- 
inn in it) the Holy Ghoſt paſſes over; 
as 
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as if he would tell us, that when by 
Baptiſm we give our ſelves to him, and 
become his Children, we enter upon a 
ſtate of ſufferings, and perhaps muſt 
waſh our Garments again in the blood 
of the Lamb, 

And having thus ſhewed the great- 
eſt Engagement that it can lay upon us, 
which is to lay down eur lives for 
Chriſts ſake if he teqdire it; I ſhall pals | 
to the next part of this diſcourſe, which 
is to ſhew what the meaning and intent 
of it · is on Gods part, and what bleflings | 
are thereby conveyed back again to us, 
who thus give up bur ſelves to him, 

2. God by his Miniſter (that doth 
in his name, and by his Authority Bap- 
tize) doth receive the perſons ſo-waſh- 
ed, into the enjoyment of ſome privi- 
ledges and benefits that otherwayes 
are not ordinari 7 to be enjoyed, For 
what is done by his Miniſter, is as if the 
hand of God ſhould do it. So it is ſaid, 
Fohn 3.23. That Feſes came into Judea, 
and baptixed; and verſe 26, The Jews 
ſay to Fobn, He to whom thow beareſt 
witneſs, behold the ſame baptixeth; and 
again, cap.4.1, It is ſaid, That Feſws 
made and baptized more Diſciples than | 

Fohn, | 
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John; yet verſe 2. We are told, That 
Jeſus himſelf baptized not, but his Diſ- 
ciples. That which Officers and Ser- 
vants do by Commiſſion and Authority 
of their Maſter, is accounted to be his 
Action; And ſo, | 
Firſt, God receiveth us hereby in- 


to his family, to be numbred among 
his people, of whom he will have a 
ſpecial care, It is the ſeal (as it were) 
of God upon us, his Mark and Cha- 
rater whereby he owns us for his 
ſheep, and knows us from all other, ſo 
as to have a more particular inſpection 
over us, than the reſt of the world that 
make not this profeſſion; and to endow 
us with certain peculiar favours, even 
before we are able to perform any part 
ofour Duty unto him, It is the door 
whereby we enter into the Church, the 
Gate that lets us into Chriſts fold, .and 


— 20 


the firſt ſtep to fellowſhip with God 
and with his people, Whence it was 
the Font you knowuſed to be placed 
at the door or entrance of the Church, 
to ſignifie that by this we come into 
the Congregation of Chriſts Dilci- 
ples; but yet that by Baptiſm we are 
brought but to the beginning of Reli- 
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ion, and muſt make a further ,progr 
— till we come to Dok 
ce, and into a nearer communion 
with God, The Miniſter likewiſe uſed 
to take the Infants into his arms, to fig- 
niſie, I ſuppoſe, Gods receiving and em- 
bracing of them with a loving affecti- 
on, Yea, he uſed to kiſs chem, either 
to ſigniſie that love of God to them, or 
that they were now of that community 
and body, whom the Apoſtle bid to ſa- 
Inte one another with a holy Kiſs, And 
all this is ſuppoſed in the word Proſe- 
hies, or Comers unto God, which 
clearly argues ſome relative Action 
of his, which is receiving and enter- 
taining them graciouſly as thoſe he will 
have in his favour, But more particu- 

latly : f 
Secondly, Hereby Cod receives us 
into a ſtate of pardon and forgiveneſs, 
He aſſures us that Adews fin ſhall 
not undo us, and that every fin of our 
own ſhall nor exclade us out of Hea- 
ven, but that we ſhall have the benefit 
of Repentance, and an allowance to 
retract our follies, yea, and Grace ſo 
to do, it we will make uſe of it. He 
admits us into that Covenant of 
Grace 


els | 
ly 
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Georg. Fhela- 
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Mart. 3.7, 
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Grace which accepts of Repentance 
inſtead of Innocence, and Amendment 


inſtead of an unerring Obedience. 
This is one of the ſpecial favours of 
the Goſpel, (which by Baptiſm is con- 
ſigned unto us,) that former Iniquities 
ſnall not be remembred, and that every 
breach of our Covenant, it there be a 
real change wrought in us, ſhall not 
void it, and make it null, and ineffectu- 
al unto us, So in Mark 1,4. Fohy i 
ſaid to preach the Baptiſm of Repen- 
tance for Rewiſſion of ſin. And Annanias 
ſaith, (As 22.16.) Ariſe, and le bap- 
tized, and waſh away thy fins, And the 
Greek Church. after Baptiſm, ſings 
thoſe words three times, Bleſſed is be 
whoſe iniquity is forgiven, - As thoſe 
who came to the Baptiſm of Fobn, did 
thereby receive a diſtinguiſhing mark 


and character that they ſhould not be 


deſtroyed in the ruine of the Nation, 
(in ſo much that he ſaith to the Phari- 
ſees that deſired Baptiſm, ho hath 
warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come ? ) So they that are baptized into 
Chriſt, do thereby receive a pledge, 
that no ſin which they ſtand guilty of, 
ſnall bring the anger of God _ 

| their 
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their heads if they will keep his Cove- 
nant; but all ſhall be croſſed out which 
they are charged with, and be like 
words writ in the Water, that are obli- 
terated and vaniſhed , no where moreto 
be found. 


Promiſe of the Spitic , the Effuſion of 
which, is likened to the pouring out of 


ſignified and repreſented, I wil pour 
(faith the Prophet) Waters on him that 
is thirſty , and floods upon the dry ground, 
(i. e.) upon the Gentiles who were as 
a wilderneſs.) Iwill pour my Spirit on 


ſpring , aud they ſhall ſpring up as among 
the graſs, &c. In which place, that 
there may be a Prediction of Baptiſm, 
it is very probable z for thus much ſome 
of the Fews do acknowledge, that the 
Prophet ſpeaks of Gentiles that ſhould 
be Proſelytes, and called by the name 
of 2ſracl ; and we Chriſtians know 
that we are Alrahams ſeed, and 
that this Promiſe hath a reſpeR to the 
times of the Goſpel. Rſs out of R. 
Nathan thus gloſſes upon the fifth 
verſe: There are four ſorts of Con- 

D verts 


thy ſeed, and my bleſsing upon thy o. 


Thirdly, We receive hereby the 


Water; and ſo is in Baptiſm moſt aptly | 


| 


Job 3. 5. 


11.43. 3, 4,5. 
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verts here ſpoken of, one ſhall ſay, I am 
the Lords, (a) theſe are they that are 
Proſelytes of Juſtice, or the moſt per- 
fect Converts; And another ſhall call 
himſelf by the name of Faceb , (b) theſe 
are the little ones of the ungodly ? 
And another ſhall ſubſcribe with his 
hand to the Lord, (c) theſe are the Pe- 
nitents, or the men that repent , and 
ſurname himſelf by the name of Iſrael , 
(d) theſe are the ſtrangers, i. e. thoſe 
that obſerved the Precepts of the ſons 
of Noah, and particularly renounced 
Idolatry ; and therefore this part of the 
verſe is by another rendred PHÞN 
N they that fear God, Where ob- 
ſerve, that he calls one ſort of theſe 
Converts on the little ones, who 
were not thought (it ſeems) to be un- 
meet to be made members ot a Church, 
and were not judged by their Fathers 
admiſſion to be received, but were 
diſtinctly admitted by themſelves by 
the decree ( as they tell us) of the 
houſe of judgment. And obſerve 
likewiſe, that all theſe Proſelytes be- 


ing ſaid to ſpring as it were out of 


the Water, (e) theſe words may be a 


Propheſie of Chriſtian Baptiſm, to 


which 


— 
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God (called upon this account the 


le, purging and cleanling their 
earts from all impurities, This 
being thereſore the great work of 
the Spitit- ſo well reprefented by 
Water, we muſt conclude, that when 
the Miniſter waſheth us in Gods 
name, God thereby promiſeth that 
he will be aſſiſtant to us by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and that he will ſend 
upon us his Grace, chat we may be 
ſaved through the waſhing of Rege- 
neration, and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt. According to that of the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor, 6.11, the place before 
mentioned, but you are waſbed, but ye 
are ſanctiſied, but you are juſtified in the 
name of the Lord Feſus , and by the Spi- 
rit of God, Whereas thoſe words | In 
the name of the Lord Jeſas ] reters 
to being juſtified ; ſo thoſe words 
[ By the Spirit of God | reters to their 
being waſhed and ſanRified, So in that 
place of Ezekiel, cap. 36, 25, Alter 
D 2 he 


Holy Ghoſt ) is the Sanctifier of Gods 


which a promiſe of the Spirit is an- 
nexed ; which is very well ſignified 
by Water; for as that cleanſes and 
purifies from filth , ſo. the Spirit of 
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he hath ſaid, That he would ſprinkle them 
with clean Water , it follows as an expli- 
cation of it, werſ, 26, 27, A new heart 
will I alſo give you , and's new Spirit will 
T put into you, &c. And I will put my Spi- 
rit within yon, and cauſe you to walk in 
my Statutes, All which dath ſufficiently 
ſhew,that in this Waſhing with Water, 
the Lord engages to give the Spirit. 
Fourthly, We receive hereby 2 


Promiſe of Reſurrection unto lite : 


Though we by going into the Water 
profeſs that we are willing to take up 
the C: ofs, and die for Chriſts ſake, yet 
on Gods part, this action of going into, 
and coming out of the Water again, 
did ſignifie that he would bring ſuch 
perſons to live again, That he would 
not leave their Soul in grave, nor ſuffer 
bis holy one to ſee corruption. And this 
according to Chryſoſtome , (a very 
judicious Interpreter, who was ſo full 
of the Spirit of St, Paul, that he 
dreampt ſometime that he appeared to 
him,) is the meaning of that difficule 
place, 1 Cor, 15. 29, Elſe what ſhall 
they do that are baptized for the dead ? 
&c. i. e. for their dead bodies, Why 
do they profeſs in Baptiſm , that they 

believe 
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believe the Article of the Reſurrection 
of the dead, among the reft of thy 
Articles of the Chriſtian faith? Why 
are they baptized into the hope and 
expectation of it, of which (faith he) 
the Miniſter gives them a ſign or ſym- 
bole , Ne re TegypdToy dure, by the 
things themſelves that he doth, putting 
them in, and taking them out of the 
Water, which is a ſign of their deſcend- 
ing into the ſtate of the dead, and their 
aſcending up from thence, Now what 
good do they receive by Baptiſm, if 
they ſhall nor riſe again, but remain al- 
ways in the grave? If any think it 


harſh to Fender theſe words, For their 
dead bodies, by theſe , For the reſurrecti- 
on of their dead bodies, (which in Bap- 
tiſm we profeſs to believe,) ir is onely 
for want of skill in the ſhore manner 
of ſpeaking, which the Hebrews uſe, 
And methinks they may otherwiſe be 
interpreted to the ſame ſenſe more 
plainly after this manner, My are they 
baptized for their dead bodies, i. e. For 
the benefit and profit of their dead bo- 
dies ? for denotes the end, which 
an Agent intends in an action, (as 


Gal. 1. 4. who gave himſelf cw 75» 
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dei, ſome 


1 aucb nd ih, for to take away out 
which is o ſins) and there can be no end upon 
che ſame our dead bodies which we can have, 
_ but that they may live again; therefore 
for this end we are baptized , that they | | 
may riſe from the dead , which if they 
ſhould not, we ſhould loſe (ſaith the 
Apoſtle) the great benefit which in 
Baptiſm was conſigned; and to what 
purpoſe ſhould we uſe that Rite? It 
may be replied, that I have already 
mentioned many other purpoſes which 
render it ſufficiently beneficial, But 
if it be conſidered how near fin and 
death are one to the other we ſhall 
conclude, that ſo muſt remiſſion of fin, 
and the reſutrection from the dead | | 
go together; and that if the one be not 
believed , we may eafily doubt of the | * 
other, or at the beſt, we ſhall make for- 
giveneſs lame and very imperfect while 
this great puniſhment of fin,vis,Death, 
remains unremoved, Luther indeed | | 
in his verſion of che Bible, gives ano- 
ther interpretation of this place , but 
ſutable to my preſent diſcourſe, which | | 
is grounded, Dilherrus thinks, upon that 
practice I mentioned of Baptizing in 
the places where the Martyts. were 
interred. 
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interred, The ſenſe whereof is this, 
(as one that underſtands the language , 
interprets it to me) What mean they 
to be baptized Uber den Todten, ] over 
the dead? To ſtrengthen (ſaith Lather in 
his gloſs upon the words,) or confirm 
the Reſurreftion ; they uſed to baptize 
Chriſtians [Uber den Todten- grabern,] 
over the graves of the dead, the inten- 
tion whereof was to ſhew that the ſame, 
the very ſelfſame perſon ſhoulda riſe 
again. But I doubt we ſhall not find 
that cuſtom ſo ancient as St. Pauls 
days, wherein there had been but few 
Martyrs; and therefore I wave it, think- 
ing the other more clear and proper, It | 
any one like it, then from both we may 
conclude , that the Waters of Baptiſm 
are like the Waters of Heaven, which 
falling upon the dry earth , and the 
dead roots of plants, makes them 
ſpring forth, and live again, It gives us 
aſſurance , that we ſhall not always | 
ſleep in our duſt , but ſhall ſpring up 
and flouriſh in a better ſoil, even the 
Garden of God, never to die, or wi- 
ther any more. And Circumciſion 
ſeems not to have been without this 
ſignification neither, for they uled to 
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caſt the fore- skin cut off, into a veſſel 
full of duſt, to ſignifie it is like, that the 
circumciſed perſon did renounce the 
Devil and his luſts, by whole impulſe, | 
Adams ſinned, and ſo died, and was | 
turned again into duſt 4 and that he did | 
caſt away all that evil concupiſcence , 
by which death came into the world, 
hoping that that being buried, he, 
ſhould attain the Reſurrection of the 
body , and live again, To which pur- | 
| poſe a very ancient book (the Zobar) 
applies a place in Job, which ſhews , 
though not che ſenſe of the Scripture, 
yet their ſenſe of Circumciſion, Fob 19. 
26. In my fleſh I ſhall ſee God , i, e. by 
Circumciſion ( which was the Cove- 


nant of God in their fleſh,) come to 
immortal life, And a tradition they 
have to this purpoſe, That when 4 man 
is ſigned with this holy mark , he is made 
worthy of the viſion ot God. 

Fitthly , Baptiſm is not improperl 
called by Divines , 4 ſeal of all thel 
things; be a Rite whereby the Covenant 
between God & us is confirmed, where- 
by we aſſure God of our fidelity, and he 
aſſures us that as certainly as our bo- 
| dies are waſhed with Water, ſo certainly 


will | 
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will he give us of his grace; and if we 
perform our undertaking , continually 
aſſiſt us with the holy Spitit, pardon 
our fins , deliver us from the power of 
the Devil, ſave our ſouls, and at laſt raiſe 
our bodies out of the grave , and make 
them ſpiritual and immortal , and unite 
both body and ſoul together in eternal 
Glory. That conditional Covenant of 
Grace and Mercy that was ſealed be- 
fore indefinitely by Chriſts bloud, is 


now ſealed by Baptiſm to this particu- | 


lar perſon which receives it. Therefore, | 
Sixthly, The ſum of all is, that here- 
by we are regenerated and born again, 
It is the Sacrament of the new birth, 
by which we are put into a new ſtate, 
and change all our relations; ſo that 
whereas before we were onely the 
Children of Adam, we are now taken 
to be the Children of God; ſuch of 
whom he will have a fatherly care, and 
be indulgent and merciful unto, We 
have now a relation likewiſe to Chriſt 
as our Head, and to the holy Ghoſt 
as the Giver of life and grace. Yea, 
herein he grants remiſſion of ſin, and 
we are ſanctifſied, and ſet apart to his 


uſes, We being hereby given to him, | 
and | 
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and he accepting of us, do become his 
poſſeſſion and proper goods, and can- 
not without being guilty of the foul- 
eſt Robbery, fin agaiaſt God, We are 
| made hereby the Temples of the Holy 
; Ghoſt, the place where he, and nothing 
| elſe is to inhabit z3 and being by this 
; conſecrated to him, he likewiſe then 
enters upon his poſleſhon , and we are 
, ſaid thereby to receive the holy Ghoſt ; 
| ſo that if we run into ſin, we defile his 
houſe, and commit the greateſt pro- 
faneneſs and impiety , and may be ſaid 
very truly to do deſpite to the Spirit | 
| of God whereby we were ſanctified. | 
; Socrates in Plato well ſaith , that every 
„ Pied, man is by his birth a. & anf er =75 duc, | 
One of Gods free bald; and therefore | 
concludes it 2s unlawfull for a man 
to kill himſelf, as for a ſervant to run 
away from his Maſter, ſeeing he is nor 
his own goods , nor can diſpoſe of his 
| life according to his pleaſure, In this 
| ſecond birch God is ſeized again of us, 
he owns us in a ſpecial manner for his 
Children, and we may not without 
committing a double murder , fin 
againſt him , and may be called twice 
dead if we do, becauſe in Baptiſm = 
| the 
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the beginnings of a new life , and the 
Spirit of life takes hold of us, and as 
far as.is agreeable to our age and con- 
dition we are renewed by the Holy 
Choſt. For Baptiſm being a beginni 
of our performance of our duty, G 
doth likewiſe in it begin proportiona- 
bly to make good hispromiſe, We may 
call it therefore-with Cyprian, Genita- 
lis anda, aqua ſalntaris, &c, the Laver 
of Regeneration, ſeeing as the Apoſtle 
faith ;'1 Cor, 12. 13, By one Spirit we 
are all baptized into one body, Cc. 
whereby he intimates, that the Spirit 
of God doth accompany this Water, 
and therefore -we muſt be in a fort 
made other Creatures, I ſee no cauſe 
to leave this ancient language which 
may have a very good ſenſe , and none 
I'ſuppoſe will deny but that at leaſt a 
Nelas: ue change is herein made, and ſo 
much Grace and Favour is conferred , 
tkat we ſtand upon better terms than 
meer nature did inſtate us in. Fuſtin 
Martyr felating the manner how 
Chriftians were made, (that the Hea- 
thens might not be offended fo much 
at their Religion,) ſpeaks of this mat- 
ter. When men are perſwaded of the 
| things 
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Lib. 1. peday. 
Cap. 7. 


was by Baptiſm admitted to his office, 


| my Vicegerent. That which was per- 


things that we teach, and promiſe to 
live accordingly, they faſt, and pray, 
and beg of God remiſſion of fin, and 
then we bring them to the Water, and 
ſo they are born again after the ſame 
manner that we were regenerated: 
to this he applies that place, Fob. 3.5. 
Except a man be born again, &. All 
things ſeem to grow out of Water, and 
it was not unfitly made by one ot the 
ancient wiſe men, the firſt Principle of 
all, ſo that it may well fignifie another 
birth, a new plantation in a better ſoil, 
which is watered by dayly dews and 
ſhowers of Gods heayenly Grace; 
and in ic we may be ſaid to have 
changed our Parents , and all our re- 
lations, ſo as after a manner to become 
new Creatures, If Clemens Alex. 
his reading of that place, Mat, 3. 17. 
be right, one would think that Chriſt 


and had a kind of a new birth in it, 
Thou art my beloved Son, this day have 
I begotten thee, i. e. now have I appoint- 
ed thee to thy office, now of the Son of 
Foſeph as thou art eſteemed, I declare 
thee the Son of God, and make thee 


fectly | 
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fectly done at the Reſurrection ( to 
which thoſe words, This day have I be- 
gotten thee, are applied, A#. 13. 33.) 
was begun and done in a ſign at Bap- 
tiſm, when the Holy Ghoſt likewiſe de- 
{cended upon him, and annointed him 
unto his office, And ſo in aftertimes 
they uſed to annoint the baptized per- 
ſon with oyl , to repreſent, I ſuppoſe, 
that God took him to be his Son, and 
did beſtow upon him the Holy Spirit. 
But becauſe Clemens muſt be thought 
to have expreſſed rather the ſenſe, than 
the very words that were ſpoken, let 
us conſider onely what ſucceeded our 
Saviours Baptiſm, and it will tell us 
thus much, that at that time it was that 
God firſt owned him openly for his 
Son, and it may well teach us that in 
Baptiſm God takes us to be his Chil- 
dren, we are received under his ſha- 
dow ; are, and ſhall be indued with this 
Holy Spirit, according as it follows in 
him; Chriſt was our ee, Ex- 
emplar or Pattern; and being /apti- 
zed,we are illaminated; and being illumi- 
nated, we are made [ons ; and betng made 
ſons , we are compleated ; and being com- 
pleated, we are made immortal. Ta is 

nothing, 
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nothing wanting after we are baptized 
to the enjoying the whole of this, but 
that we be faithtull is Gods Covenant; 
and tollow the condu& of Gods illu- 
minating and holy Spirit, till we be 
made poſſeſſors of that Immortality, 
unto which in Baptiſm we have a Title 
given us, The ancient Chriſtians 
ſpeak of high Illuminations, where 
withal God pleaſed then to grace 
Baptiſm; I make no queſtion but 
they ſpeak as they felt, and that they 
talk not of a ſtrange change then 
wrought which never was; but if any 
ſay , that thoſe great Communications 
of the Holy Ghoſt were proper to 
that time when Chriſt did moſt nota- 
bly atteſt to the Truth of his own In- 
ſtitutions for the conviction of Unbe- 
lievers, I think ſo alſo: for young plan- 
tations needed larger effuſions of the 
heavenly dews to Water and cheriſh 
them, Bur yet we may conceive that 
there may be ſtill ſome operations of 
that Spirit in mens hearts at Baptiſm, 
though ſecret and in ſenſible unto us; 
and I profeſs my ſelf one of thoſe that 
labour to believe very highly of 


Chriſt preſence with all his own ordi- 
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nances; though it any cannot ſavour 
this, I will not contend, nor fight in 
the dark, but deſire the other things 
= be entertained which are certain, 

then there will be ſufficient ground 
to think that it is not indifferent, whe- 
ther we be baptized or no; and that it 
is not a naked ceremony that neither 
doth good nor harm, as ſome men ſeem { 
to ſpeak againſt the conſtant ſenſe of | 
the people of God, 

And thus much may fuffice concern- 
ing my thoughts of the firſt particular, 
wherein you have had a ſhort account 
ofthe intent, uſe and benefit of Bap- 
tiſm. It remains that I ſpeak a few words | 
of the other two particulars in the text, 
and ſhew in the ſecond place, 
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2. Who are the perſons to le baptized? 
The next will not let us doubt, but | 
all thoſe who are willing to embrace | 
Jeſus as the Chriſt , and the Son of the | 
living God, and to give themſelves up | | 
to his inſtruction and teaching, are thus | 
to be initiated and entred into his Re- 
ligion. Onely it is ſcrupled, whether 
thoſe that cannot expreſs ſuch a wil- 


lingnels, 
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lingneſs , nor make any ſigns of it, are 
ſo to be admitted, and therefore all In- 
fants are by ſome excluded from theſe 
Waters, as ſubjects uncapable, either to 
make any ſuch profeſſion and engage- 
ment, or receive from God any ſuch 
benefit. 

This point hath been ſo ſifted, even 
to the very bran, that I cannot think 
mine eyes ſo accute as to diſcern any 
little Argument to lie ſtill neglected 
that I ſhould be able to bolt out. The 
cuſtom of the Church hath been plead- 
ed, which is accounted the beſt Inter- 
preter of a doubtfull law; And the 
Scriptures have been ſearched in theſe 
late times (more think than ever,) 
by many learned Authors in every 
ones hands, and to ſuch excellent pur- 
poſe, that if I were able to plead the 
Infants title ſtrongly, my defence might 
be ſpared. 

I will therefore briefly diſmiſs this 
head with theſe four conſiderations, 

Firſt , That if there were any In- 
fants in this perſons family, it is certain 
they were baptized, for he was bap ixed, 
he, and all his, It is doubtfull indeed, 


whether there were any or no; yet it is 
conſi- 
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conſiderable ( eſpecially in conjunction | 


with other Arguments) that neither 
here, nor any where elſe in the whole 
Scripture are they excepted, (andir is 
ſcarce to be thought that all of the 
families | baptized were without In- 
fants ) nor is there one word that tends 
to the excluding of them from Baptiſm. 
But, | 
Secondly, I conſider that Infants are 
capable to be engaged and profeſſed, 
and likewiſe to be received into the 
Grace and favour of God, 

Baptiſm may be looked on either as 
a ſign of what we are to be in our fu- 
ture courſe, and what God hath done, 
and will do for us; and ſo all muſt grant 
that Infants are as capable as others to 
receive it ; or ſecondly, As a ſeal of 
the truth of God, under which notion 
we ordinarily conceive it, and then 
they are as capable likewiſe as grown 
men to have any thing conveighed and 
ſealed unto them, upon ſuch condi- 
tions aſterwards to be performed g or 
chirdly, As an Obligation whereby we 
are tyed to perform thoſe conditions; 


and fourthly, As a priviledge wheres | 


by we are actually inſtared into ſome 
Fayours 
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Favours and Enjoyments; and if any 
affirm, that in theſe two regards they 
are uncapable, let them remember that 
Children may be bound by deeds 
drawn up and ſealed between two per · 
ſons, before they underſtand any thing 
at all; and that a Child may be crown» 
ed in the Cradle, and it will ſtand 
good to all purpoſes, A Parent may 
contract with God on his childs behalf, 
no otherwiſe than a Guardian dothin 
the behalf ofa minor, or one under age, 
which he cannot afterward retract 
when he is out of his Pupillage with- 
out injuſtice, and being lyable to'the 
Law, if the contract be judged to be 
to his behoof and benefit. As in the 
Interpretation of Law, that is an Act 
| of the Pupil,or Child, which is done in 
its name, and for its good by his Tutor 
or Guardian; ſo may God be pleaſed 
graciouſly and favourably to accept 
of this Act of the Parent, laying ſuch 
an Obligation upon the child, and in- 
terpret it for = childs own Act and 
Deed, ſo conferring his graces upon it, 
and expecting performance of Faith 
and Obedience, and looking upon it as 
ſo engaged, that it ſnall be properly 
ai 
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ſaid to break a Vow and Covenant, if 
it ſin againſt him, And this will ſtill be 
clearer, from a third conſideration, 

Thirdly, That Children are in the 
power of the Parent, and they have a 
Jus or Right unto them, ſo as they have 
to any other things that are their pro- 
per goods. They may therefore make 
an offering of them to God, and dedi- 
cate them to his uſes, as well as Land or 
Money; and there is no queſtion but 
God will as well accept of them, as of 
any thing elſe that they conſecrate to 
him, and takethem for his portion, ſo 
that it ſhall be a ſacrilegious AR for 
theſe Infants hereafter to alienate them - 
ſelves from bim, and convert them- 
ſelves to the uſes and ſervice of any 
other. 

This the Denyers of Infant- Bap- 
tiſm cannot deny, that it is very fit Pa- 
rents ſhould by ſolemn Prayers and 
profeſſion devote and conſecrate their 
children to God, and make an open ob- 
lation of them beſore all, to his ſervice, 
ay they would not have it done b 
walhing with water, which is as muc 
as to grant, that they would have the 
thing done, but not the Ceremony or 
E 2 Rite 
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| Mat, 28, 


| Riteuſed, and that they are capable of 


the thing ſignified, bur not of the fign, 
of the greater matter, but not of the 
leſs; and as it ſeems to me, they make a 
Controverſie where there need be 
none; for if they are to be devoted to 
God, Baptiſm being the way wherein 
we devote our ſelves to him, and being 
fo ſignificant ot our Duty, itis the fit- 
reſt way wherein to devote our Chil- 
dren to his uſe, 

Fourthly, Chriſt may well be con- 
ceived to include them, when he bids 
his Diſciples, Go and boptize all Nati- 
ons in the name of the Father, &c, for 
that was no more than a Commiſſion 
to go and make Proſelytes, and engage 
them by Paptiſm in Chriſts Religion. 
Now I intimated before, that there 
were young ſtrangers admitted by the 
Fews, i. e. Infants or little Children 
were made Proſelytes to their way of 
Worſhip, and it is plain that all were 
baptized into Moſes in the Sea, and in 
the Clond; both old and young, the In- 
fants as well as the grown Men paſſed 
through the water, and were all cover- 
ed with the cloud, ant likewiſe Favo- 
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cepted, 
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cepted, favours and benefits are to be 
enlarged unto all; and to ſpare further 
labour of a long diſcourſe, let me only 
remember you how Moſes did take 
| the Children into Covenant with God, 
as well as thereſt, Dent. 29. 10, 11, 
12. Tos ſtand this day all of you le- 
| fore the Lord your God, your Captains 
| of your Triles, your Elders, and your 
| Officers, with all the men of Iſrael, your 
| little Ones, yeur Wives, &c. that they 
ſhou!deſt enter into Covenant with the 
Lord thy God, and into his Oath which 
the Lord thy God maketh with thee this 
dig. Why ſhould we not then think 
that the Mediator of the new Cove 
nant did include theſe little Ones, as 
well as others in that univerſal expreſ- 
ſion, and that he would have them 
enter into Covenant with God? It any 
ask why our Saviour did not then ex- 
preſly mention them? the Anſwer will 
be eaſie, That there was no need for 
him to expreſs every particular ſub- 
ject of Baptiſm, ſeeing it was ſo well 
known before by the common practiſe 
of the Fews, and by the former Co- 
venant, and therefore his chief intent 


in thoſe words was to tell them in 
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what manner & form they ſhould now 
baptize, vix. in the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, which had not 
| been yet uſed, but now was to be eve- 
ry where practiſed. I have no mind to 
adde more, but beſeechthe Lord, that 
all choſe who diſpute againſt Jafant- 
baptiſm, may behave themſelves like 
men baptized, and remember, that hu- 
mility, modeſty and peaceableneſs of 
ſpirit are great Doctrines in the Chri- 
ſtian ſchool; and that if ſo many good 
and learned men have erred (as they 
think) then ſo may they. \ 

A few words concerning the third 
general Head of our diſcourſe, may 
perhaps lend a little further light to 
this buſineſs, and manifeſt, that there is 
not ſo much required as ſome- imagine, 

to qualifie and capacitate a perſon for 
* | Bapriſm, For, 

3. It is ſaid hete, that meaxpiueftrajoht 
way, immediately, without any further 

roof, he. was baptized, If you look 
ack, you ſhall find that Paul and $5- 
las being cloſe Priſoners at Philipps, 
there was about mid-nighr a great 
Earth-quake, that made both the Pri- 
ſon and the Jaylor alſo ſhake, and 


| 
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and of the heart of the Keeper; for 
this ſtrange trembling of the earth, 
if is very likely cauſed him to ap- 
prehend that theſe were divine per- 
ſons, for whom ſuch a wonder was 
wrought, and ſo to come trembling 
before them, and enquite what he muſt 
do to be ſaved ? They told him, that Verl. 29,3 f. 
he muſt believe on the Lord Jeſus, and 
accordingly ſpake to him the Word | Ver 1,32. 
of the Lord, i. e. proved to him that 
Jeſus was the Son of God, and taught 
men the true Religion, and way to life. 
The very ſame hour he took them, 
ant waſhed their ſtripes, and then 
was / waſhed himſelf in the name of 
Chriſt, 
By this it will appear, that chough 
a Profeſſion of Faith be required, yet 
not a diſtin belief of every thing in 
Chriſts Religion, for that could not in 
the ſpace of an hour be comprehend- 
ed; He therefore having a general 
knowledge that Jeſus was the Son oſ 
God, and a Teacher ſent from Hea- 
ven to do men great good, and pro- 
feſſing a readineſs to be taught by 
him, was received by Baptiſm into | 
E 4 Chriſts 


opened both the doors of the Priſon, 


— — — 


(52) 


—— — 


— ———— . — — 


Chriſts School to learn of him. That 
ſuch a knowledge, together with a re- 
pentance of their fore-paſt evil life, 
did ſufficiently qualifie tor Baptiſm; 
you may ſee by conſulting theſe 
places, Ads 2. All the Sermon of 
the Apoſtle, tends to no other pur- 
poſe, but to prove that Jeſus whom 
they crucified, was the promiſed ſeed, 
which he demonſtrates tram his reſur+ 
rection, and the effects of it, that 
abundantly declared he was made 
Lord and Chriſt, Verſe 36. When 
this was cleared to them, their hearts 
were pricked, to think what they had 
done, and he exhorts them to repent 
at it, and receive Baptiſm, which three 
thouſand of them immediately did, as 
you read Verſe 41. And continued 
fteafaſily in the Apoſples, Doctrine, 
Verſe 42. ic. learning of that Religion, 
to which they (aw ſo much reaſon to 
addict themſelves. So Ads 8.35. We 
find that Philip preached Jeſus to the 
Funuch, and required only this profeſ- 
ſion of him. Perſe 37. That he be- 
lieve with all his heart, that Feſus is 
the Sen of Ged, and then he went down 
into the water with him, and * 1 

im. 
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him, And again, cap. 18. 5. Paul 
was preſſed in ſpirit, and teſtified to 
the Fews, that Jeſus was Chriſt , and 
then werſe 8. Criſpas believed on the 
Lord, with his whole houſe, and many of 
the Corinthians hearing, believed, and 
were baptized, So in all other places, 
you. will find there was ſo little ſpace 
between their preaching and bapti- 
zing:that they could not well be taught 
more than this, that he was the Meſ- 
ſiah, or Chriſt, that was expected, and 
that all muſt be obedient ro him, So 
that this waſhing did admit them, and 
engage them to be his Diſciples, to be 
taught, and inſtructed by him, and to 
learn the way of God perfectly, which 

they could not but believe he would 

acquaint them withall, being a meſ- 
ſenger ſent by God unto them. And 

this is moſt plainly intimated in the 
words of that commiſſion Chriſt de- 
livered unto them; Mat, 28. 19,20. 
Go and teach, or Diſciple all Nations, 
. Where there are two teachings, 
the one before, the other after Bap- 
tiſm; the firſt can be no more than a 
perſyaſion of them to become the 


| Diſciples of Chriſt, and put themſelves | 
into 
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into his ſchool, becauſe he was the Son 
of God z and then after they were bap- 
tized, follows a more accurate and: full 
inſtruction of them in all the parts ol 
their Duty, which is meant by thoſe 
words Aide 4vris, Kc. Teaching 
them to obſerve all things whatſ#e ber 1 
have commanded you, Where the word 
for teaching is different from that in the 
former verſe, ( a3) nue 7+) and ſigiii- 
fies a larger knowledge of ChriſtsDo- 
ctrine which they had engaged them- 
ſelves to obſerve, being aſſured the Son 
of God could teach them nothing -but 
the Truth, (13 

And this I take to be the reaſori 
why ſo many fell off again from this 
profeſſion, when the diſpleaſing Do- 
ctrines of Chriſt came to be praiſed. 
They had not confidered what it 
would coſt them to be Chtiſtians, but 
only as I ſaid, were in general convin- 
ced, that he was Gods Son, and that 
they muſt be his Diſciples; and ſo they 
liked no longer to be his followers, 
when their carnal Intereſts came to be 
touched, and when they faw that he 
was ſuch a Maſter as would not let them 


have their own will, nor enjoy this 
pre- 
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preſent world, nor (in one word) ſerve 
two Maſters, God and their Mammon 
too. Though they did in groſs (as I 
ſaid) profeſs to forſake their fins, and 
lead a holy life ; yet when they came to 
be informed in the particulars of ſelf- 
denyal, and ſuch hard leſſons, they re- 
turned rather with the dog to the vo- 
mit, and the waſhed ſow to the wallow- 
ing into the mire, | 
That I may put an end to this Diſ- 
courſe; let me ſhew you a little how it 
will be uſefull to you, and have an In- 
fluence upon practiſe; and if you be 
believing and obedient, I ſhall be con- 
fident I have not made you miſpend an 
hour in peruſing what I have repre- 
ſented, 


Ufe I, 


Ake notice of the great Wiſdom 
of our Lord, that though he have 
left us an outward Ceremony till in 
his Church, yet it is ſuch an one, that 
ſignifies not one thing, but the whole 
Religion; and not only ſignifies, but 


engages us unto our duty, You have 


| 
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ſeen that Baptiſm expreſſeth the whole 
Covenant of Grace between God and 
us, and whereas the ers had ſevetal 
Rites and uſages, to ſet forthand repte- 
ſent ſeveral duties, Chriſt hath left us 
only this, (together with the Bread 
and Wine in the other Sacrament ) 
which are ſuch as are eaſie to be had, 
and to be practiſed, and are ſimple, 
plain, and eaſie to be underſtood, and 
do alſo ſhew us our whole Duty, and 
likewiſe lay Engagements upon us to 
perform it; ſo that we cannot uſe ei- 
ther of them, but thereby we are bound 
to be wholly Gods, and intirely devo - 
ted to his ſervice. And therefore, 


— — 


Uſe II. 


— Let me ſtrongly plead 
with you in the behalf of God, 
to take heed to your ſelves, and yopr 
wayes, according to his Word, You 
are all baptized into Chriſt, and there- 
by you have put on Chriſt, you have 
ſolemnly engaged your ſelves to live 
righteouſly, ſoberly, and godlily in this 
preſent evil world; and as the * 
ait 
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ſaith of Circumcifion, ſo I ſay to you, 
I teſtiße to every man that is baptizes,| 
that he is 4 Del tor 10' obſerve the whole 
Goſpel, What then have you to do 
with the Devil, whom you have renoun- 
ced> Why are you ſo in love with the 
world, which yon have forſaken, and 
from which you are divorced £ Why 
are you fo tender of the intereſts of the 
fleſh, which you promiſed to mortifie, 
& crucifie together with Chriſt £ What 
is the reaſon that you renounce Chriſt 
in your lives, as it you were aſhamed 
of 2 profeſſion ? 

Is Baptiſm but a cold Ceremony? 
or do you think the waſhing of the 
fleſh will fave you? Not only the A- 
poſtle confutes you, 1 Pet. 3. 21, but 
you ſhall hear your ſelves put to ſi- 
lence out of the mouth ofa very Few, 
He that believath not 4 he ought (1aith 
the Author. of the book, Nirzachon, )| 
his Circumciſion doth not make him a 
Jew; but he that doth believe aright, 
is a Jew, tho:gh he be not circumciſed, 
One would not expect ſuch language 
from them that glory in Circumciſion, 
but God hereby ſhames ſuch ontward 
Profeſſors that glory in Baptiſm,” as 

t hey | 


V. Joſe h. de 
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| they did in Circumcifian, though they 


_ _ — Pane Abra- 
ong Weir tongue, 
and heart were uncircumciſed, ( for of 
all thoſe we read) their fore- skin re- 
mained; and as long as our thonghes, 
and words, and wayes are impure, we 
are in effect unbaptized. | 
If then -outward Baptiſm will not 
fave, why do you not cleanſe your 
{elves from all filthineſs both of fleſh 
and ſpirit, and perfect holineſs in the 
fear of God? Do you not at all value 
the Promiſes of God ? Is it no fayour to 


be his Children, to have forgiveneſs of 


fins, and an inheritance among thoſe 


chat are ſanRified through faith ? Or 


s there any other way wherein theſe 
can be attained 2 Can you find a ſhor- 
ter cut to Heaven by ſome other paſ- 
ſage? Aſſure your ſelves, that there is 
no other Covenant whereby to par- 
take of theſe promiſes, but that Co- 
venant which is conſigned by Baptiſm, 
whereby we ſtand engaged to the 
performance of ſuch Duties as our 
Saviour doth require, We ſhall mi- 
ſerably flatter and abuſe our ſelves, 
if we imagine to come to Heaven — 

other 


(59) 


other way than through the Cove- 
nant of Baptiſm, wherein we promiſe 
to forfake all the enemies of God, and 
to adhere and cleave to him faithfully 
and loyally againſt all the perſwaſions 

temptations of the devil, world & 
fleſh; and therefore unleſs we can ſhew 
a new Goſpel, and be baptized over a- 
gain by the appointment of God, and 
obtain ſome eaſier, and more pleaſing 
conditions, let us arm our ſelves a- 
gainſt, and bid defiance unto them, and 
reſolve that no luſt ſhall eſcape with 
its life, What, art thou a Chriſtian, 
and as fond of the pleaſures of the | 
world as a Pagan? as loth to diſpleaſe 
the fleſh, as if thou hadſt been initia- 
ted in the impure Myſteries of the hea- 
then ? as covetous, as if thou waſt an I- 
dolater, and didſt worſhip a god of 
Gold? as ſenſual, beaſtly, deviliſh in 
thy affections, paſſions and converſati- 
on, as if thou waſt ſome black Af icen, 
and hadſt never been exlightned? Oh! 
Do not live as if thou hadſt been bap- 
tized in the Devils name, and badſt 
{worn to be his bondman, and entered 
a Proteſtation againſt God and Chriſt, 
and all communion with Heayen, O 


live 


— 
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live not I beſeech you, as if it were 
your Religion for to ſin; as if you had 
been baptized in a ditch, and waſhed 
with puddle-water, and had profeſſed 
to be as dittily and baſely employed, as 
ever you were able. Did yoar Bap- 
tiſm ſignifie that you ſhould be drown- 
ed in drink? that you ſhould be buried 
vilely and covetouſly in the earth? that 
you ſhould riſe and lift up your head 
againſt heaven? that you ſhould fill the 
air with oaths and blaſphemies, & noy- 
ſom ſpeeches? and that you ſhould defie 
God, and all above? No, the Devil 
himſelf durſt not urge a Witch to 
make ſuch a Covenant with him; and 
therefore his Art and Subtilty is to 
| make men live after this prophane 
fort, though they make not ſuch 2 
profeſſion; and he labours to baptize 
and drench their ſouls in this belief, 
that the Covenant of Grace {ſignifies 
all on Gods part, and nothing at all on 
theirs, They are even ſwallowed up 
in theſe conceits, that they ſhall enjoy 
pardon, grace and ſalvation, and be 
priviledged from wrath to come; and 
in the mean time, take care only to do 
as they pleaſe, to live h gie, (as the 

Heathens 
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Heathens phraſe is, « moiſt, ſoft and 
delicate life, and to ſwim to Heaven in 
rivers of pleaſure, and carnal delights. 
What {warms and herds of followers 
ſhould a man have, that went about, 
and preached ſuch a Baptiſm for the 
commiſſion of fins ? but there is no 
need any one ſhould do the Devil 
that ſervice; for the Baptiſm of Chriſt| 
is made one of his myſteries, and all 
our preaching cannot root out this be- 
liet, that Chriſt will be the Author of 
eternal ſalvation to them that do not 
obey him. But tis as clear as the Light, 
that a Covenant is between two per- 
ſons, and both are engaged to ſome per- 
formances ; and that God is no other 
wile bound in this baptiſmal Covenant, 
than we ate bound alſo; and that he 
gives pardon upon no other conditi- 
ons but theſe , that we forſake the: 
Devil, the World, and all che luſts of 
the fleſh, If we therefore renounce 
this part , then we diſcharge him of al) 
that he hath promiſed, And the trut 
is, it is very ridiculous to imagine, that 
God ſhould waſh us there clean, that! 
ever after we might be as fool as we 
pleaſe, As if a Muſcovian 3 
F Wh. 
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Sur? Maria 
Madd alena de 
Palſi, 


who ſpits upon the ground with indig- 

nation, when he renounces the Devil 
in Baptiſm, ſhould preſently fall down, 
and lick it up again, Or, as it one 
ſhould put on a Garment of light, be 
clad with a white robe, that he might 
ſweep Chimnies, and rake in kennels , 
or lead dung-Carts about the ſtreets. If 
-we be the Children of the Light , then 
'we muſt have no fellowſhip with the 
unfruicfull works of darkneſs, nor be- 
mire our ſelves in the filth and dirt of 
the world, If we be Chriſt's Diſciples, 
we muſt not only make a face, and ſpit 
when we hear the Devil named , bur 
we muſt abhor his works, and defie all 
his filthy luſts, and have our very ſto- 
mack riſe at all that comes from Hell. 
And ſo men would , were they not 
judged into a belief that they defie the 
Devil, while he embraces chem in his 
arms, I remember a ſtory in the life 
of a Romiſh Religious, how that ſhe 
ſhould ſee one day in a viſion, the ſoul 
of a finner dragged to Hell, and be- 
yond the mercy of Purgatory , for not 
having in account the ſpiritual trea- 


ſures of the Church, but deſpiſing both 


Fndulgences , and all other graces which 


ſhe 
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ſhe grants her Children. So doth the 
Devil labour to nurſe i1 mens hearts 2 
perſwaſion that outward things can 
ſave them, and that he can do them no 
harm, if they be baptized, keep the 
Church, ſay their Prayers, and re- 
ceive the Miniſters bleſſing, which is all 
they think that Baptiſm engages them 
unto; and they make the ſame uſe of 
Chriſt , that others do of the Pope, 
thinking to buy a pardon (if che 
have not one already) by the profeſſi 
on of ſuch a holineſs, as the Devil, if 
he were incarnate, need not be afraid 
of, but might ſwear he would main- 
tain, O, what pity is it, that Chriſt 
ſhould be thus abuſed , and his Inſtitu- 
tions perverted , and ſouls undone , 
when itis ſo plain, what he would have 
us to do that we may be ſaved ! 
But will not ſome little ſpriaklings 
of holineſs ſerve the turn, may ſome 
ſay > May we not allow ſome place for 
ſelf-pleafing, and gratifie our own de- 
ſires ſometimes , ſeeing we wallow not 
alwayes in filthineſs? No, Baptiſm , 
though only upon the face, ſignifies 
the Waſhing of the whole man from 
ſpiritual pollutions, and though only 
F 2 once | 
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once adminiſtred , puts us into a ſtate 
of purity , which muſt not willingly 
admit of any defilement, ' And let 
thoſe men know that have their good 
moods , their cold fits of Repentance, 
and their hot fits of zeal ; that uſe Re- 
_ as the Papiſt do holy Water, 
| when they are entring into the 
Church, and going to perform ſome 
devotion 3 that Chrift owns no ſuch 
Diſciples, They were not baptized 
in luke warm Water, but were engaged 
in a ſtate of mortification , and entred 
into Chriſts death, and he expects a 
conſtant performance of obedience. 
lian. l. 4. | There were a people in Illiricum, that 
va ht. cap. i. were waſhed but three times in all 
their lives, At their birth, at their mar- 
riage, and at their death. And they 
may be a picture of moſt Chriſtians a- 
mongſt us, who in their Infancy are wa- 
ſhed in Chriſts name; and then perhaps 
againſt ſome ſolemn time, when the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper is 
near, they begin to put away their 
fins , and perhaps baptize themſelves 
in tears, and deck up themſelves, as 
though they would meet the Bride- 
groom , and be married unto him; * 
0 
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of this you ſhall hear no more , (unleſs 
at ſuch a time as that) till death tell 
them that he can ſtay no longer, and 
ſome ſickneſs arreſts them, then' they 
begin to flubber and cry, to ſigh and 
groan , as it by tears they could waſh 
away their guilt, and by a few ſighs 
and good wiſhes, blow away the black 
clouds of wrath that hangs over their 
heads, They make Religion to be a 
few ſtrong pangs of devotion at cer- 
tain times of their life, and Chriſt to 
be pleaſed with any thing, glad of a- 
ny company , and Heaven to be an 
empty void place that wants Inhabi- 
tants , much like to the new- found 
world , whither we ſend the moſt raſcal 
people. But Chriſt will ſhortly appear 
to all the world, to confnte all ſuch 
men, and he will drench them in (eas of 
fire, the floods of his wrath ſhall over- 
whelm them, and they ſhall never riſe 
again, 
But is there ſuch great danger then, 
may ſome ſay : Will not God be ſome- 
thing more favourable to us than other 
men, and will not the Waters of by 
tiſme a little quench and cool the 
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| Cool them ? No, they will belike 
Water upon Lime, which will make it 
burn the hotter, Even this will be 
pleaded againſt you, that you were | 
baptized, It a Souldier ſworn to Ceſar 
ſhould forſake his Camp, and flie to 
the Twrks, would he not be puniſhed 
more than a ſtranger when he was 
taken, and ſuffer as a falſe and treache- 
rous fellow, as a Run-agate , and a per- 
jured perſon 2 Who would admit of 
ſuch a plea from his mouth, I am no 
forſworn Wretch, I never denyed Ca- 
ſar, nor renounced my Allegiance to 
him; no man ever heard me ſpeak a 
word againſt him? Might it not ea- 
ſily be returned to him, but thou didſt 
deny him in thy Actions, thou haſt 
more than forſworn him, for thou 
haſt fought againſt him, yea, thou 


haſt joyned with a Tyrant, with the 
greateſt enemy the Emperor hath, and 
the ſworn foe of all Chriſtians; if ſuch a 
Fellow ſhould live, who ſhould die? 
What is the Axe and the Gibbet made 
hr if not for ſuch trayterous Villains? 
The Gallows would think much , if 
thou ſhouldſt be reprieved. Thou rea- 
deſt thy own caſe , O Chriſtian if thou 
liveſt 
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liveſt in fin, and ſideſt with the Devil, 
and takeſt thy ſhare with the world; 
whom thou haſt renounced in word, 
but not in deed, What though thou doſt 
not call the Lord Chriſt a Deceiver ? 
What though thou doſt not revile the 
holy name whereby we are called? thou 
doſt a great deal worſe, thou bendeft all 
thy forces thou haſt againſt him, as if he 
were a thief and a robber; thou labou- 
reſt to deſtroy his Kingdom, thou tram- 
pleſt under foot the blood oſ the Cove- 
nant, and makeſt Chriſt unto thee of 
none effect. Which is the worſt enemy, 
he that (peaks thee fair, and with a kits 
abs thee to the heart; or he that bids 
theeſt nd upon thy guard,and declares 
himſelf reſolv'd againſt thy life I 
will aſſure you, Tarks are not ſuch 
enemies to Chriſt, as thoſe that pre- 
tend to him, and yet do him all the de- 
ſpight they can in their lives, Better 
had it been for them that ſome band 
of Souldiers had raviſhed them from 
cheir mothers breaſts , and liſted them 
under Mabomet's banners; better had 
it been for them to have been Faniza- 
ries , than to own and acknowledge 
the Chriſtian profeſſion, and live ſo 
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prophanely without God in the world. 
Heathens may fin at a cheaper rate | 
than we, becauſe they never made any 
ſuch Promiſe unto God, They may do 
evil with a better front, and more con- 
fident countenance , that never recei- 
ved any ſuch mark in their forehead, | 
But a Chriſtian face which is beſprink- | 
led with clean Water in the Name of 
Chriſt , ſhould bluſh ( merhinks) at 
any impurity z and the mark of 
Chriſt that is upon him, ſhould make | 
him more modeſt than to fin, But if 
he will beſmear himſelf again, and 
have the impudence to out-face Chriſt, 
he ſhall pay dearly for it, For he 
breaks his Vow to God, and thereby | * 
comes under the curſe which is annex- 
ed to the Covenant, as well as the 
Promiſe, And all theſe terrible threat- 
nings of Chriſt which in Baptiſm, he 
promiſed to believe, as well as any o- 
ther Word of God, ſhall all fall upon 
his head, and he ſhall be caſt into alake \f 
indeed, bur it isa lake burning with fire 
Rer. 21. 8. and brimſtone, Better had it been for 
ſuch an one, if he bad been drowned 
in the font, orentred into the gates of 
death, when he entred into the gates 


of 
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of the Church; it had been better for 
him , if he had been branded with a hot 
Iron in his fore+head, or ſcalding Oyl 
had been poured upon his face , when it 
was waſhed with water in the name of 
Chriſt, The flames of Hell ſhall eter- 
nally burn and conſume , without any 
conſumption, that filthy ſoul., .whoſe 
dirt the Waters of baptiſm, and the fires 
of the Holy Ghoſt could not fetch 
out, and ſcour away. And itany com- 
plain of their weakneſs, | 


Uſe III. 


'T Hicdly, Here is matter of com- 
fort to us. We are in a Covenant 


- | of Grace; there is a Redemption for 


us if we have a mind to be delivered; 
we have aſſurance of the aſſiſtance of 


the Holy Ghoſt , and it we be ſincere- 
ly watchfull and diligent , he will not, 
becauſe of our failings, take away his 
Holy Spirit from us. Through the 


Spirit ot Chriſt we ſhall be able to do 
valiantly, nothing ſhall be too hard to 
overcome, but we ſhall tread all our 
08 under our feet. 


Let 


ä — — — * 


(79) 


| Let us march out therefore as the 
Souldiers of Chriſt , carrying bis 
Croſs in our Banners; let us profes ; 
and declare that we are crucified to 
the World, that we are buried with 
Chriſt in Baptiſm , and reckon our 
ſelves to be dead indeed unto fin, Ba 
alive wnto Cod, throwgh Feſus Chriſt aur 
Lord, Let not ſin therefore reign in 
your mortal bodies, that you ſhould 
| obey it in the luſts thereof; neither 
yield ye your Members as Inſtruments 
of unrighteouſneſs unto ſin, but yield 
your ſelves unto God, as thoſe that 
are alive from the dead, and your 
Members as Inſtruments of Righte- 
ouſneſs unto God. For fin ſball not 
have dominion over you, for you are 
not under the Law , bur under Grace, 
Ic is a ſhame now to be overcome, 


| 


and have Heaven on your fide , and 
have received the promiſe of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, Is there no power in the Spi- 
rit of God? or is not God as good as 
| his Word? Will not he give us what he 
hath promiſed , to make us to vanquiſh 
all his enemies? O do not ſpeak ſuch 
evil things of God by doing any = 
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when you ſerve under ſuch a Captain, 
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Do not diſgrace your profeſſion, nor 
bring a diſhonour upon the Lord, by 
letting every temptation uſe you at 
its pleaſure, Do not ſuffer every luſt 
to foil and worſt you, as if you were 
Turks and Infidels, and had none of 
the mark or badge of God upon you, 
and as if your Baptiſm was of no more 
avail to you, than the Waſhing of your 
hands. But firſt reſolve that all theſe 
laſts of the fleſh muſt be overcome, 
and then conclude that they may. Per- 
ſwade your ſelves that God is with 
you , and that he hath appointed no 
ineffectual Rites , no bare ſhadows , no 
beggarly Ceremonies , and cold For- 
malities in the Religion of Chriſt ; but 
that if you uſe your Diligence, and 
pray continually , you ſhall find the 
Holy Ghoſt to accompany you , and 
thar you are born again, not of Water 
only , bur of the Spirit, and ſhall final- 
ly inherit Eternal Life, 


I'V. That you may receive greater 
ſupplies of the Spirit promiſed , and be 


more engaged to your duty, labour 


ſully to underſtand your vow and Co- 


venant, and then come, and openly 
| own 
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| own it, profeſſing you will be faithful 
to it, that ſo you may be admitted to 
nearer familiarity with God. Let me 
prevail with all young perſons who | 
| are yet in the gate of the Church, and 
| 


have proceeded no further than to be 
baptized in their Infancy , and perhaps 
to be Catechized in the principles of 
Religion, to ſpend a few thoughts up- 
on this which I propound. For though 
| | outward Baptiſm , which is the viſible 
Pet 3. 21. | fign and ſeal of the Covenant, is not 
to be renewed , yet the Anſwer of a 
good conſcience, wherein the inward 
| Baptiſm doth conſiſt , may, and ought 
to be reiterated by a perſonal reſump- | 


tion and ratification of that Vow 
which was made for us in our Infant 
years. And no man is to be reputed 
a compleat member of the Church, 
: ' untill he do own his Engagements , and 
; openly profeſs that he will ſtand to 
| | the conditions of the Covenant , and 
| bea Diſciple of Chriſt, If Baptiſm did | 
at firſt admit us into the enjoyment of | 
many priviledges, ſurely we ſhall re- 
' ceive more of the bleſſings of it, when 
we do ſeriouſly reflect upon it, and en- 
gage our hearts by our own free con- 
| | | ſent 


| I'm — — —- ——— — — . 
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ſent to God, 'becauſe then we begin 
more ſolemnly to perform he conditi- 
ons that God requireth of us. When 
I firſt entred upon a charge of ſouls, 
1 could think of no courſe ſo anciently 
atteſted unto, ſo reaſonable in it ſelt, 
and ſo likely to be effectual for mens 
good, ſo = likewiſe from the juſt ex- 
ceptions of any party , as to propoſe 
this to my — cher all thoſe — 
had not yet been communicated , 
ſhould freely and heartily profeſs to 
be fincere and conſtant in their baptiſ- 
mal Covenant , and declarethemſelves 
enemies to the Devil, the world, and 
the fleſh, And Iwill take occaſion here 
to profeſs, that I am heartily glad that 
Mr. Hanmer hath propoſed this; and 


Mr. Baxter ſo earneſtly preſſed it upon 


the whole Nation; after whoſe pious 
and learned endeavours, let me coatti- 
| bute my little Mite to the urging thoſe, 
into whoſe hands this ſmall Treatiſe 
ſhall come, that they would not refuſe 
it. This Chriſtian Duty hath long pal- 
ſed under the name of Confirmation , 
which is a word-tull , and fignit;-2»t 
of the thing that I would expreſs , an 
conſiſts of two parts. Firſt , That a 


perſon 


— — — 


| 


— 
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(*) Beſides | 


tundry of the 
Ancients, Cal- 
vin bega, iſ- 
exo, Hunnius 
Illyricus, Voſſc= 
nur, Gyneus, 
do fo expound 
it.Sec alſo Hye 
derius and Pale 
ling lac. who 
win for the 
reſtoring of ir 
in thole Chur- 
ches from 
which ic had 
been baniſhed. 


| 


perſon do- undertake in his own name 
every part of the vow made by others 
for him in Baptiſm , and ſo perſonally 
conſent unto Chriſt to be wholly 
his, according to that agreement, And 
ſo it is an act of Confirmation on our 
part, becauſe we do hereby further 
ratifie and eſtabliſh that contract 
which is between God and us, and by 
confeſſing of it to be valid and good, 
bind our ſelves faſter till ro him, 
whoſe we were before, The ſecond 
part of it is , A receiving of Gods 
Bleſſing and Grace by the bands, and 
holy prayers of him that Miniſters, to 
ſtrengthen us to m our Engage- 
ment, and make good our word 
and faith which we have plighted 
unto God; which many have ta- 
ken to be the meaning of that place, 
(*) Heb. 6. 4. Where after Baptiſm 4 
follows , laying on of hands , which the 
Fews uſed in their Bleſſings, 


And ſo it is an Act of Confirmation 
of the perſon on the part of God, 
who confers a new Grace to ſtreng- 
then, and confirm in him theſe holy 
Principles, and that good reſolati- 
on, 
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on, of which he hath made a faith- 
full profeſſion, and to enable him to 
keep and perſiſt in it, As in Baptiſm, 
the Holy Ghoſt was conveyed as a 
Sanctifier, ſo herein as a Comforter 
and Strengthner, now that the per- 
ſon is entring upon a great conteſt 
and conflict with himſelf , the world, 
and Principalities, and Powers, and 


Spiritual wic kedneſſes in high places. | 


The neceſſity of this is not now in 
this age of the world , as a new thing 
to be learned; there never could 
be a well conſtituted Church with- 
out it, nor can we tell that men 
are not Heathens, and have not re- 
voked their word , unleſs they will 


tell us they underſtand what they | 


then did, and will nor ſtir from ir, 
But if it be viſible ſouls are not like in 
any great numbers to be ſaved without 
ſome ſuch courſe, (ſo many attending 
upon Sermons many years that under- 
ſtand little or nothing ) ic will not be 
diſputed by ſober men , whether it be 
neceſſary or no; and for proof of this, 
I refer to the better works of others, 
thinking it ſufficient for me to per- 
(wade , what abler men do _ 

et 
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perſwade, what abler. men do prove, 
Ler me only produce the teſtimony. of 
a very great and learned perſon lately 
in this Church, and add to it the words 
of the R. and learned D. Hammond , 
which you find in the end of Mr. Bax- 
ters Book, For all ſuch as bave been 
baptized in their Infancy , the perſonal 
Dr. Jack'or, Keſumption and Ratification f that 
b. 10, upon am which their Fathers and Mothers in 
the Creed. | God did make for them at the ſacred 
— — ag Lavor, is to be exatted of them Ore 
the words of tenus, in ſome publick Congregation , be- 
another mote fee they can lawfully be admitted to be 
nex at the | publick Communicants of Chriſts Body 
_ er and Blood. And though he can find 
42.00 default in the Doctrine, or Laws 
en, nor | of our Church, yet (he ſaith) he dare 


— 


daf e inferred, not avouch ſo much for juſtifying the 


men, to whom the execution of thoſe 
Laws is commended, whether they be 
of lower, of higher, or of the higheſt 
rank. It having been ſcarce in his ob- 
ſervation, that any preſentments were 
made in viſitation of the Parents, for 
not bringing perſons to; or of Mini- 
ſters, for not preparing them for con- 
firmation, much leſs againſt Dioceſans 

themſelves for not executing their 
| Office 
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Office in this great ſervice of the 
'Church, And he concludes in theſe re- 
markable words, Whether the Solemn 
2 of all Infants , which are the 
Children of preſumed Chriſtian Parents 
throughout this Kingdom , without ſe- 
lemn Aſtipulation , that they ſhall at years 
of Diſcretion perſonally ratiſie their Vow 
in Baptiſm in publique, in ſuch manner 
as the Church requires , le nat rather 
more _ „ or tolerable , than expedi- 
ent, I leave with all ſubmiſſion to the 
conſidoration of higher Powers, And he 
bleſſes God that he was in a conveni- 
ent age, ina happy cime and place, pre- 
ſeated to ratifie his Vow made for him 
by his Sureties, &. which ſure he would | 
not have done,it he had not fonnd it ve- 
ry beneficial unto his ſpiritual good and 
welfare, | 

The ſame Author. hath theſe words 
in a Treatiſe publiſhed in his life time ; 
He that ſets bis band unto the Sacred 
Plough , ſbould firſt begin to ſound the 
depth of that rale, What it is to deny 
our ſelves , and forſake all we have; for 
in this farrow muſt: the ſeed of life be 


ſown, Here Novices in Religion com- 


monly begin to balk , and ns wonder, ſee- 
G ing 


CCI — — — — 


| 


Treitiſe ef 
Faith, gecł. 2. 
Cap, 23, PA- 
ISO 
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ing ſo few are called to any ſtrict perſo- 
nal accompt of that which others have 
undertaken for them at their firſt ad- 
miſſion into the Bed-roll of Chriſtians, 
But if that treble vow were diftinitly 
and fully unfolded nnto us, as ſoon as we 
had any knowledge of good and evil; and 
all the ſeveral branches of Gods Cove- 
want , with as great care and ſolemnity in- 
culcated , as Moſes commanded the Law 
' ſhould be to the Iſraelites Children: 
And laſtly, The Vow it ſelf confirmed 
and ratified by our perſonal proteſtation 
in the fight of the Congregation; the 
fear as well of God, as of ſhame before 
men, in whoſe preſence we made this 
profefi;on , would bind many of ns to more 
| Chritian behaviour, than the beſt of us, 
| as the world goes, dare make ſhew of; as 
| alſo reſtrain us from many deadly Enor- 
mities, which now admoniſhed of , we 
will not accompt any fins, Thus pre- 
| pared to receive it, it wonld be over- 
| much infidelity to diſtruſt the plentifall 
Infos — — 
at our ſolemnities of Confirmation; 
were theſe firſt ſanitified with publique 
| Prayers , or performed with ſuch Chri- 
| ftian care and diligence as they onght. 


oy 
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A Religious Duty in the Chriſtian 
Church, which it were to be niſh;d, 
might be performed more often, more 
ſolemnly ,and more reliziouſly than it aſeth 
to te, 

And indeed who ſees not that great | Ste the test 
benefits would hence flow, both to 2 n 
particular perſons, and to the Church this Treatiſc, 
of God? It would be a means to make 
men more knowing in the things of 
their Salvation, to tie them more ſtrict- 
ly to mind the affairs of their Souls, to 
work in them a deeper ſenſe of the 
great buſineſs of being a' Chriſtian, 
Ic would make men more afraid to 
commit a fin againſt which they had 
ſo ſolemnly and publikly proteſted; 
It would bring Religion to be a thing 
creditable,and more in faſhion then it is, 
when men did ſo openly appear for it, 
and engage themſelves unto it, It is at 
once acceptable to God, and ſafe to 
our ſelves, and ſo will be accompani- 
ed with his Grace, and in its own na- 
ture cut off many inticements of the 
World, It will bid us ſtand upon our 
Reputation in the purſuit of Re- 

ligion , and not run the hazard of be- 
\ ing perjured perſons, Wicked men 
| | G 3 will 
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| 


| reſolutions, It will bring us to man's 


#munion with the Father, Son and Ho- 


will not have the confidence to ask us 
to ſin, when we have ſo publiquely 
diſowned them, You complain of 
evil company , of friends and ac- 
quaintance that engage you; do but 
let them know that you intend to be 
religious, and they will let you alone, 
The Philoſophers openly profeſſed a 
ſevere and unuſual life, that all men 
might let them live Philoſophically , 
and not be a diſturbance unto them 
Let but us do ſo, and be profeſledly 
religious , and ſolemnly tell all men 
that we mean to keep our Vous, and 
they will have the leſs boldneſs for to 
trouble us, Our work is half done 
when we are heartily reſolved z and 
more then half, when we profeſs theſe 


eſtate, that we may feed at the Table of 
the Lord , whereby we may increaſe in 
— „ and have more near com- 


ly Ghoſt. Though I will not ſay, 
that till this be done, men are members 
of the Church imperfectly; yer I muſt 
needs think, that they are but imper- 


tect members, they are but babes and 
infants in Chriſt , and not to be ad- 
mitted 
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mitted (in the Judgement of all ages) 
to taſt of the meat of men, till they 
ſhew themſelves to be men, by ſpeak- 
ing for themſelves, In ſhort, it will be 
a great ſecurity and defence againſt 
temptations, and we ſhall recoile upon 
our (elves, when we are aſſaulted, ſay- 
ing, How ſhall we do this wickedneſs , 
and break our Vows , and ſcandalize 
the Church, and bring the guilt of per- 
jury upon — own 5 Pe 

It is obſerved by Fof. deYoyſsn , out 
of the Author of A Sorts, Fay 
that the elevation of the hands of the 
Prieſt in the old Law at the bleſſing of 
the people, was impoſition of hands; 
and this bleſſing the Author of Te- 


mour of Iſrael, the Artillery (as it were) 
and the Bulwarks of his people. I 
will aſſure you, that this ſolemn En- 
gagement, together with Gods Grace 
and bleſſing that will deſcend upon 
you, will be your great guard and de- 


fence , Your ſword and buckler to beat 


off temptations that are apt moſt 
ſtrongly to aſſault your younger 
years, before you have had experience 
of the worlds vanity, Therefore he that 


G 3 would 


ror Hammor , calls the Weapons and Ar- 
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would not be without a ſhield in the 
midſt of fiery darts, he that would not | 
be weak and feeble among ſtrong ene- | 
| mies , that would not be a prey to the | 
Devil and the World , let him come; | 
and put himſelt under the wings of the 
Divine Majeſty , by his own aRual 
' conſent , let him give up himſelf 
into the hands of Cod; to be kept by 
| his Power through faith unto Salva- | 
| tion, | 
There is nothing can hinder any 
man from embracing this motion, but 
; that which will hinder men from be- 
ing thorough Chriſtians, and living 
| godly in Chriſt Jeſus: And we may be 
confident that none are fit to receive 
the Sacrament of Chriſts body and | 
blood, that are not willing to ſubmit 
unto it. For he that hungers after 
the ſweeter taſts of Chriſts love, that 
delires to unite his heart more cloſely | 
to him, and to engage himſelf more 
firmly in the Covenant of God by re- 
ceiving the remembrances of his love, 
will not refuſe to do that in word, 
which he intends to do in deed, lf he re- 
ally mean to be a Profeſſor of Chriſts 
Religion , and to teſtifie to the world, | 
that 


—— — 


— 


on, then he will not ſtick to condemn 
them in his words, and renounce them 
ſolemnly by his mouth, which is the far 
eaſter matter, 

Will any man be aſhamed ro make 
ſuch a profeſſion , and to tread in the 
way of Chriſts Church , becauſe it hath 
been of late diſuſed , or turned into 
another thing? Why ſhouldſt thou 
bluſh to own holineſs, to ſay before 
Chriſts Church , thou art reſolved to 
lead a Chriſtian life , and renounce the 
Devil, and all the ways of wickedneſs 2 
Why ſhouldſt thou be aſhamed of thy 
Religion, as though it were fit to be 
profeſſed onely in a private corner 
where none ſhould hear thee * Why 
ſhould it be accounted a ſtrange thing 
to proteſt love to God ? It is an honour 
and glory tous , that we may be Chri- 
ſtians, and ſo we ſhould eſteem it, We 
ſhould be glad, if we can do our Sa- 


viour ſo much honour as to confeſs 


him openly before men, that ſo he may 
confeſs us before all his H. Angels, We 


tradi their manners in his converſati- | 


may be confident , that we ſhall never 


in a time of perſecution confeſs him, 
| G 4 (of 
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| 


(84 ) | 


; Mar, 12.3% (of which theſe places in the mar- 
Rom. 18. 8 9, gent ſpeak) if we cannot be perſwaded 
; 595 p i 
| 16. .to do it among the Children of 
| Peace? Will any one be aſhamed that 
it ſhould be told by the Miniſter , that 
; ſuch an one declared himſelf a Chri- 
| ſtian, and hath to me avowed his Re- 
ligion, and ſolemaly ſaid, that he will 
by the Grace of God make good his 
Baptiſmal promiſe 9 will any one be 
loth it ſhould be publiquely ſaid , that 
he is a Chriſtian ? why then ſhould be 
not ſay ſo himſelf? Suppoſe you were 
not yet baptized , or had lived in the 
firſt times, and heard Chriſt preached , | 
would you be unwilling to come, and 
profeſs that you renounced the Devil, 
the world, and their luſts? Shall none 
own the Religion of Chriſt publique- 
ly, but Infants that cannot underſtand | 
it : The more we know, ſhall we be the 
more loth to declare our liking of his 
wayes ? Are you unwilling to repreſent | 
the childs perſon, and profeſs publick- | 
ly for it in the Congregation VV 
ſhould you not do that tor your ſelves 
which you are willing to do for 
others ? Cannot he that comes in the 
name of a Child, and faith, 7 believe, | 


| &c. 4 
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&c, I renounce, &c. come, and do 
the ſame in his own name? I do really 
think , that they that are unwilling to 
undertake Chriſts Profeſſion by an 
— promiſe , would not be baptized 
if it had not been done in their Infant 
years; they would remain rather Hea- 
thens and Infidels, than be received in- 
to the Church of God ; for upon no 
lower conditions than theſe are, could 
they ever have been admitred to any 
Chriſtian priviledges. Unleſs therefore 
you will ſhew your ſelves to want all 
underſtanding , and not fit to be treat- 
ed as men of common reaſon, put not 
away from you ſo many Intreaties, If 
| you think your Baptiſm to be worth 

your owning , if you would not really 
be without it, and take your ſelves to 
be the better for it, renew ſolemnly 
that League and Promiſe with God, 
and do not perſwade your ſelves and 
others , that you prize the Baptiſm , 
while you are unwilling unto this; for 
if that were not done, you would cer- 
tainly omit it as a needleſs Ceremony, 
as well as this which always accompa- | . . Aue. 
| nied it in the Church of Chriſt,*Seeing ' 4: ben. de r. 
;  {|nothing can reaſonably be thought |: Ee. 


| to | 
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to make you unwilling, but a lothneſs 
to be good, and engage to live well; do 
not by refuſing, caſt an Aſperſion 
upon your ſelves of having re- 
nounced Chriſt, and ſecretly entred 
| into a confederacy with the Devil 
to deſtroy his Kingdom, and tram- | 
| * under foot his blood as an unholy 
thing. 

When this confirmation was lookt 
| upon by the multitude as a means on- 
| ly to receive ſomething from God, but 
| not as laying any obligation upon 
| men; it was a wonder (I ſhould 
have ſaid no wonder) to ſee what 
flocks and herds of people came un- 
to it, In 2neen Mares dayes , (as 
Saunders tell us) when this cuſtome 
by a Provinciall Decree of Cardinal 
Pooles , was renewed after long neg- 
There were | Jet, the people were ſo zealous to re- 
e IS. | ceive the Biſhops bleſſing , (which was 
inforce it, as | all they went for) that in ſome places 
rac & au, the Church could not contain the people | 
127 7. Where= that reſorted to him, and he was fain to 
n he cala the confirm in the Church- yard, and to be | 
2"uic of it, | defended by armed men from the preſs 


i Dit: 
Why | 


N-ct:ccnce, of the multitude, 


| 
| 
| 
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Why ſhould got men come now in 
as great Crowds , when another re- 
newal in a more ſolemn manner is 
| propoſed « Why ſhould not the 
young people aſſemble themſelves 
together, and ſay, Come, Let us goto 
the Houſe of the Lord, let us own 
Chriſt is be our Lord and Saviour ? 
but only becauſe men are loth to be 
engaged to fear God, and do love a 
Chriſt of their own making, that 
ſhall do all for them, and require 
them to do nothing for him ? It God 
will have men as they are, they can 
be content to afford him their com- 
pany; but if he expect any amend- 
ment, they deſire to be excuſed from 
making him any promiſe of it, and 
hope that they ſhall find him ſo kind in 
the concluſion , as not to exact it. 
May not he be well fatisfied without 
any bond from us, when (in mens ac- 
count) he will never demand the Debt? 
N Why ſhould we paſs our word for 
that which will never be required ? 
ſeeing God can bear with mens rebel- 
lions, why would his Miniſters be ſo | 
rigid, as to exact an Oath of Allegi- 
ance ? Theſe are the thoughts of mens | 

hearts, | = 
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hearts, that God will croſs all ſcores 
at the laſt, and then to what purpoſe is 
it to make any ſuch ſerious Engage- 
ments? If we had a window into 
mens breafts , we ſhould ſee this Prin- 
ciple engraven on their hearts, That 
all the Goſpel is Promiſes , and all their 
Work is to believe them to be true; and 
fo there need not ſo much be done, 
as to make an open profeſſion of this 
belief. * | 
If Po uld again prevail in 
England Tu ſuch a — ſhould 
be again revived, what would theſe 
men do? Would they be ſo back- 
ward as now they are to pre- 
ſent themſelves before the Con- 
gregation of God: It is moſt 
likely that fear or fancy might make 
thoſe men receive their Oyntment 
in the fore - head, and box on 
the ear, ( as the manner is in their 
Confirmation) who now will not for 
the love of God profeſs they hate 
ſin, and intend to lead a holy life. So 
conſtantly it falls out, that what hath 
difficulty in it, is refuſed; and all that 


requires our ſerious attention, upon 


ſome account or other is rejected, and 


Men 
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men would go to Heaven they know 
not how, and be ſaved from Hell, 
but not from their fins, Vea, ſome 
are ſo ignorant, as to call this 2 
Popiſh Ceremony , when it is very 
plain , that if it were , they would 
not _ againſt it. If onely 
their Children were to be — 
that underſtand nothing, we might 
eaſily perſwade them to ſend them, 
when as they will rather themſelves 
remain Children, then make any ſo- 
lemn Covenant with God by their 
own mouths, If a Character (as they 
ſpeak ) was to be impreſſed, and the 
benefit to ariſe ex opere operato out of 
the meer doing of the work , they 
would willingly be ſo ſealed for Hea- | 
ven ; but it they muſt ſet their own 
ſeal to any Engagements, they with- 
draw their hands, and will preſume 
upon ſome other way of conveyance , 
and making over Gods great bleſſings 
to them, If they can be ſaved by 
ſprinkling Water on their face , and the 
woman can carry them in herarms to 
Heaven, as ſhe doth unto the Font; 
they are content, it coſts them no 
trouble at all, But if it were to do 

again, 
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again, if it muſt coſt them Repen- 
rance , a holy life, and a hearty pro- 
feſſion of it, they would ſcors chat 
Baptiſm wherein now they truſt ſo 
much; and they would rather venture 
to be as they were born, then be waſh- 
ed from their pollutions on ſuch con- 
ditions. O that men would take theſe 
things at leaſt ſo far into their 
thoughts, as to paſs a ſeriops Judge- 
ment upon them , whether they be true 
or falſe! Donot read theſe lines with- 
out a little pauſe. And then go on, and 
conſider with thy ſelf, how unlikely 
it is, that they, who even break their 
brains with ſtudy to do men good, and 
ſigh till their heart ake after mens 
Salvation , ſhould be the greateſt ene | 
mies of men, the troublers of their 
Peace, and that love to perſwade them 
needleſs or indifferent things, that may 
as well be left undone. 

Let ſome honeſt Heathens (for a con- 
cluſion) be admitted for to plead the 
cauſe of this truth, and perhaps they may 
make thoſe faces bluſh who look on 
theſe lines, but are loth to ſhew them- 
ſelves in any publique preſence to pro- 
feſs their Religion. When the Perſian 
youth 


— 
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youth were out of their minority, and 


came to mens eſtate, they gave them 
an Oath which they ſolemaly took 
in this form, I ſwear that 1 will deſpiſe 
all filthy lucre, bodily pleaſures , and 
vain glory; that I will rather be ame- 
lows of wertne , and worſhip God , reve- 
rence my Parents, (peaking Truth, and 
doing good, neither will 1 ever witting- 
ly and willingly wiolate any of theſe 
things, Sure thele old Heathens 
would not have refuſed to do what 
is now deſired ,. had they embraced out 
Religion, who thus amply proteſted , 
and took their Oath that they would 
be good, 

Julias Pollux likewiſe relates the 
like cuſtom among the Grerts in the 
Common-wealth of eAthens, When 
their young men were twenty years 


of age, their names were inſcribed in 
the City-rolls, and they ſwore in the 


open air, (as if they would have all the 
world to hear them) 1 will never diſ- 


| grace my arms , nor forſake my jellow- 


| 


| 


— 


| 


| ſouldier in his danger; I will fight both 


— —— 


alone, and with others for God and my | 
Country, I will [ail to any Region of the | 
world whither I am commanded , and 

will 


—— 


Iſidor, Peleuſ. 
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will neither diſturb , nor betray my Coun- 
try; I will obſerve the perpetual ſolem- 
nities , and obey the received Cuſtomes , 
and all that fhall be hereafter made; I will 
flieg md. defend, and ever have inreverence * the 
rea. Religion in which I was born; inpss dee 
rr, The Gods are Witneſſes of theſe | 
things, Will not you Chriſtians then 
promiſe thus much to your Lord , now 
that you are of age, to fight againſt all 
his enemies, to be true to God, and 
to him, and that you will never diſho- 
nour your profeſſion , nor forſake the 
| Communion of Saints , nor deny him 
any ſervice that he commands , norne- 
| glect the Solemnities that he hath ap- 
pointed: Then may the Perſians and 
Athenians riſe up in the Judgement a- 
gainſt you, and condemn you. 

Do men refuſe the Oath of Allegi- 

, | ance to their Prince, whoſe natural 
| Subjects they are , and under whoſe 

Protection they have been born and 
| bred 2 would you deny to acknow- 
| ledge in open Court an Inſtrament | 
for your Act and Deed , which was 
| ſigned in your name in Infancy , and 
conveighs great benefits unto you? Let 
| the King of Heaven then have ſo ms 
right! 


— — 
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right done him, Let your own ſouls 
be the greateſt part of your care; and 
let it not be ſaid, that a rational crea- 
ture will do that for an acre of Land, 
which he will not do to obtain Hea- 
ven, and all the territories above, 
Whar joy would it cauſe in Heaven 
and Earth to ſee men coming to deſire 
communion on theſe conditions, to be- 
hold men crowding into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, as they do intoa Church, 
and longing afrer the tood of the 
faichfull , as they do for meat and 
drink? Rejoyce I beſeech you, the 
heart of God; refreſh the ſouls of his 
ſervant, and add to the ſweetneſs of 
the table of the Lord , by letting us 
have more good company at ſo joyfull 
a Feaſt, But if all Iatreaties cannot 
prevail , 

I think the Higher Powers had beſt 
enact a Law, That none ſhall be marri- 
ed, till they be inſtructed and confirmed , 
and that will doit, For thoſe that care 
not whether they receive the Sacra- 


—_— 


ment of Chriſts body and bloud, ay 
no, will not live without this Sacra- 
ment, (as ina large ſenſe it may be 


called,) though they underſtand the 
H ends 


a 
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ends and duties of it no more than 


of the other, And this muſt be ac- 
knowledged to have been a great 
cauſe of our Diſorders, that men en- 
ter into theſe relations before they 
know the duties of them; and beget, 
and bring forth Children, before they 

ceaſe to be Children themſelves, or 
know how to bring them up as they 
ſhould, Therefore our Reformers, 
it is plain, intended men ſhould not 
marry before they were well cate- 
chiſed, and had taken their Baptiſmal | 
vow upon themſelves, knowing, that 
thoſe were unfit to make a Coves | 
nant with each other, who knew not 
the Covenant of their God, For 
they preſcribe in the laſt Rubrick of 
the office of Matrimony, That the 


perſons new married, muſt that Cay | 
receive the Communion ; and in the 
laſt Rubrick about Confirmation, ſay | 


in expreſs words, That none ſhall be | 


| * to the holy Communion until | 


ſuch time as they can ſay the Cate- 
| chiſm,and be confirmed. Let me ſpeak to 
| the very ſenſes of vulgar people, Do 
| you not remember the font ſtood at ; ' 
the lower end of the Church, _ the 
| om- 


_— 
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Communion-Table at the higher > 
Could you come from the one to th 
other but by the Pulpic which ſtands 
in the middle between both ? This 
teaches you, (if you will learn) that 
you are onely entred into the Church, 
and are but in the beginnings of Re- 
ligion by Baptiſm, and that you mult 
advance higher by being inſtructed 
and taught in the faithof Chriſt, and 
can no otherwiſe be admitted from 
the lower to the higheſt forms of 
Chriſtians, Come therefore, and be in- 
ſtructed, and then proſeſs you like this 
Doctrine, and will be obedient to it; 
ſo ſnall you come to be men in Chriſt, 
and taſte of all his dainties, and be ſa- 
tish ed with the fat things of his houſe, 
It all will not be granted that js here 
requeſted, yet do not deny all; but at 
leaſt profeſs to the Miniſter your hear- 
ty Repentance, and your belief in 
Chriſt, and the willingneſs to ſubmit 
unto him, and to be ſaved by him, that 
he may declare it to all others, And 
really ſhew that you are come to an 
adult eſtate, by putting away childiſh 
things, and living the lite of men, A 
Child (as one faith ) looketh oncly to 

H 2 things 
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things preſent, a man looketh to 
things to come : A Child attends one- 
ly to paſtime and pleaſure , a man hath 
alſo profit in his conſideration, A 
child is ready to ſell his Inheritance 
for a trifle or bauble, of which a man 
maketh a greater account, His car- 
riage and behaviour likewiſe diſtin- 
guiſheth him, and ſo doth his confidence 
againſt vulgar bug-bears and affright- 
ments, 


If therefore after you are confirm- 
ed , you find your ſelves to think leſs of | 
things preſent , and more of things to | 
come; leſs of this world, and more of 
the eternal reward of Godlineſs , and | 
the everlaſting puniſhments of ſin | 
if you ſcorn to ſell your heavenly ins | 
hericance for the trifles of this world | 
that preſent themſelves unto you; if 
you be more attentive to your ſpiri- 
cual profit in knowledge and mortifi- 
cation, and not onely taken with the 
ſweetneſſes and raviſhments of Reli- | 
gion; if your converſation towards 
God and the world be more ſerious, 
grave and diſcreet, and you are not 


ſo eafily amazed with the fears of ſul-“ 


terings aud difficulties in your Chriſti- | 


an 
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[an courſe it is a ſign that you have 
not received the Grace of God in 
vain , and the Lord will deliver you 
from every evil work , and preſerve 
you to his everlaſting Kingdom, Faith- 
full is he that calleth you, who alſo 
will do it. 


— ͤZ—ͤ—: — eas 


v. Laſtly, Let me beſeech all the 
people of God to live in love and 
peace together. Let us not quarrel 
about every little thing, nor make eve- 
ry petty difference a cauſe of trouble 
and contention; © For as the Apoſtle 
faith, 1 Ciy,12.13, By ene ſpirit we are 
all baptized into one body, We are all 
by this made of the Gr Corporati- 
on, and taken by Baptiſm into the 
ſame Brother- hood, and therefore 
ſhould not make them the waters of 
ſtrife, and ſo provoke the Lord to an- 
ger againſt us. We are not baptized 
into this or that particular Opinion, 
nor received into a particular Church , 
but into the belief of the Goſpel, and 
into the Church of God in general, 
and therefore ſhould love all the Di- 
ſciples and followers of our Lord, and 


embrace all of every perſwaſion that 


| H 3 live 
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live godlily in Chriſt Jeſus, You were 
not baptized (ſaith the Apoſtle) into 
the name of Paul; therefore do not 
ſay, I am of Paul, I adhere to this 
man or that; for whoſoever did bap- 
tize you, it was not into the particular 
love ot him and his opinions, but into 
the Communion of the whole Church 
of Chriſt, who hold the Catholic 
Faith, Though an Heretict in anci- 
ent times had baptized any man, yet 
did not the Chriſtians therefore bap- 
tizehim over again when he left thoſe 
mens company, becauſe being-bap- 
tized into the Name of - Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, he was not received 
into the profeſſion of their particular 
opinions, but: of the Truth;of Chriſt 
univerſally believed by all good Chri- 
ſtians. 

And thetefore let usqive with them 
all as our Conſederates; as thoſe that 
are tied together in the ſame bonds, 
and united in the ſame Covenant, and 
engaged in the ſame cauſe againſt the 
common enemies, the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh, and let us never 
give theſe enemies ſo much cauſe to 
rejoyce, as an unhandſome word a- 


gainſt | 


— 
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gainſt any ſincere Chriſtian might ad- 
keep the unity of the Spiric in the 
bond of Peace; for as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, There is one Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptiſm, one God and Father of All, 


in you all, 


| 
| 
| a 1 a os wy wary, 


| miniſter, But let us endeavour to 


| 


who is above all, and through all, and 
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„ile late King Charles was 

=7&4 confirmed on Eaſter- 
wal Monday, 1613. (which 
was the thirteenth year 
of his age, after a long 


* 


and ſtrict Examination 
by the Arch - Biſhop of Canterbury, 
and the Biſhop of Bath and Wells, as 
Dr, George Hackwel , ear-witne(s of 
the ſatistaRtion he gave, aſſures us; 
who in a little Tractate, he upon that 
occaſion wrote on this Subject, to ju- 
ſtifie the ancient and good practiſe of 
this ſacramental Rite, (as Bucir calls it) 
thus ſpeaks, 


aſt ical caſtom of the Church 3 uſed af- 


Confirmation is an antient Eccleſi- 


tion 


— 


ter Baptiſm , conſiſting in Examina- | | 
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tion and impoſition of hands, with ef- 
fectual prayer for the Ilamination of 
Gods moſt holy Spirit, to confirm and 
perfect that which the Grace of the 
. 75 Spirit hath already legun in Bap- 
tiſm. 

The benefits of this Confirmation 
are divers ; whereof the firſt it, That 
men expecting Examination and trial 
from their ſpiritual Fathers , they might 
more willingly acquaint , and 22 
ſeaſon themſelves with the grounds of 
Chriſtian Religion , before malice and cor- 
rupt examples depraued their minds, &c. 

Secondly, It ſerves , that when they 
come to years of Diſcretion , they ſhould 
publickly make confeſſion of that faith 
themſelves which others had promiſed 


fer them in Baptiſm , to the diſcharge of 
| their ſureties, and the good examples of 
| others; 

Thirdly , That by ſuch 2 — 
they might make profeſſion of difference 
| from all Jews, Turks and Infidels aut 
of the Church, Hereticks , Schiſma- 
ticks „ and prophane perſons in the 
Church. 


Foarthly, 
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Fourthly, That then eſpecially when 
they firſt come to the uſe of pr. be- 
ginning to fall into ſundry kinds of 
ſin, and being leaſt able to reſiſt, for 
want of experience, by impoſition of 
hands and prayer they might receive 
ſtrength and defence againſt the temp- 
tations of the world, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, ; 

Fifihly, That the Prelates and chief 
Guides of Gods Family, to mhom the 
cure of ſouls belongeth, finding upon due 
Examination, ſome part of their own hea- 
vy burden di an might from thence 
reap Comfort in beholding thoſe fair 
Foundations already laid, and glorifie 
God, whoſe praiſe they found in the 
mou h of Infants. 

This kind of Confirmation ( were 
there no Authority to countenance it,) 
is in my judgement ſo uſefull in the 
Church of God, that upon good reaſon 
it might be entertained among Chriſti- 
ans : But for further confirmation of 
it, we are incompaſſed with a- cloud of 
witneſſes, and that ſo plentifully out of 
all «Antiquity, as it might ſeem 4 kind 
of ambition, or loſs lalour to quote 
their names, Wherefore 1 mill onely 
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allege the ſoundeſt of thoſe, who fave 


the Keformation of Religion, and clearer 
Light of the Goſpel, in their. ſeveral 
Writings have approved, and highly 
| commended this ancient cuftome, And 
bringing in Bucer, Melancton, Zuing- 
lius, Chemnitius, ad others - to, ſpeak 
to this Truth, he cites Mr, Calvin 
among the reſt in theſe moras, 'Fohn 
Calvin in his fourth Book of Tnſti- | Fals. 
tution in the #pſhot of the Chapter 
of Confirmation, not onely commend- 
eth the ancient uſe of it, but the 
abuſe being removed, heartily wiſh- 
eth it reſtored. And becanſe his Au- 
thority is (not without deſert) of great 
| weight, I will ſet down his words as I 
find them, | 
Would to God ( faith he) we re-| 
tained that cuſtome which I have al- 
ready declared to have been in uſe 
among the Ancients, betore that a- | 
bortive Vizard of a Sacrament was 
put upon it. And alittle after. It this | 
part of Diſcipline were now adayes 
in force, the flackneis of many Pa- 
rents would be much quickned, who 
paſs over the ioſt:tution (or inftructi- | 
on) of their Children, as 2 buſineſs | 
nothing | 
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nothing pertaining to them which 
| then without ſome publick diſgrace | 
they could not omit : Beſides, There | 
would be leſs Ignorance , and more 
Concord in Articles of Faith among | 
Chriſtian people; neither would they 
ſo eaſily be carried away with new and 


ſtrange opinions. 
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Sermon at the Funeral of Mr. 
A Samuel Favomb, in Quarto, 
Alſo a Chatichiſe publiſhed 
by him of Mr. Sam. Facemb, Oct. 
An expoſition on the Lords Pra yet 
Creed and Ten Commaudments 
by himſelf, 
The Parable of the Pilgrim. qu. 
A Tcatiſe on the Sacrament of the 


Theſe ſeveral Books following are Printed 
Francis Tyton , at the three Daggers in 


az 


Lords Supper. octav. 

A Treatiſe on Baptilme ard Conc 
firmation. octav. 

Hearts Eaſe, cr a tm dy againſt all 
ſorts of trouble, ro which is ad- 
ded a Conſolatory Diſcourſe, to 
prevent immoderale grief for the 
death of our friends. octav. 


Books in Folio. 


R * his Grand Al cidgement 
of the Law, 

Biſhop Andrews Sermons, 

Pe: hans firſt Volume. 

Hammond on the Pſalms. 

T ena in Hebreos, 

cost: Reports in three Vol. 

Cooks Iaſtitues on Magus Charts. 
On pleaſe of the Crown. 
On juriſdict ion of Courts. 

Ambaſſadors Travels, 

Benievellio & Hana. 

Pocalines Parnaſſus, 

Leighs critica Sacra. 

Biſhop Gauden”s Eccleſia Anglican. 

Pimbles Works. 

Hold{werths PreleRions, 

Morrice on the Sactament. 


ö 


cock : Engliſh Law. 

Pet avi Hiſtory of the World, 

Kenodews D.ſpenſitory. 

Habbingtons Edward the IV. 

Gu:lkus Heraldry, with Additions 
of the new Honours ſince the King 
came in, and all thoſe exploded in 
the late times. 

Leighs Diſcription of the Temple cf 
Solomon, 

tringatet Maxims of the Law. 

Stiles Reports. 

H1chwels Appoloꝑy - 

Danyels Hiſtory of England , with 
Truſſels continuation. 

Lawſons Thropelittica, or Body of 
Divinity, 


In Dnarto 


H“ Tranſlation of Gregories 
Note Boos. 
Abi idgement of Arts and Oi di- 


narce, 
Jackſons Annotatiens on the Old 
Teſtament, 
Bavrife 


Burifs Diſcipline. 

Strongs Sermons on Jcſus Chiiſt 
Gods Shepheard, 

Murcats Works. 

Spelman de Sepultura. 

Auſtin of Fruit Trees. 

Strongs Sermon, a voice fromHeaven 

Hachwels liberty of the Subject. 

Rutherfords Lex, Rex. 

Kings Way to 550. 

hartont Re finement of Son. 

Buck on the Beaititudes. 

Rowes Sermon. | 

Alias Scripture Cronollogy. 

actwood, On the fiſt fix Chap- 
ters of Matthew, 

Culverwels Light of Nature, 

Bedfords Sermon. 

Hammonas Diſpatcher diſpatched, 

Refuter refuted, 


Books Printed for and Sold by Francis Tyton, 
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Sedgwick on Faith. 
Gilverts Pathway to Heaven. 
Sortraign Antidote againſt 
Error. 
Libertyne Scoold, 
Bleſſed Prace - maker. 
Holocks Tree of Life. 
Guild on Samuel. 
Burroughs Golpel-reconciliation, 
Earthly-miadedneſs, 
On Matchew. 
Sym/on on Uabelief. 
Cromptons Juriſdiction of Courts, 
An Argument on Habeas Corpus, 
Arguments concerning Ship-moncys 
by Crook and Hutton. 
Engliſh Orthography,or a Spelling - 
Bock. 
Confeſſion of Faich of the Au- 


baptiſts, 


Oftave, large and ſmall , and Duodec imo. 


Trongs Will of Man, ſubj:Red to 
the will of God, 
Good win Diſcourſe of Dreams, 
Allins, Hen) the VII. in Poem. 
Bul wen's Language of the Hand, 
Gearing's Arraignment of Pride, 
Heylins, Examin Hiſlorium 
Durand Council and Comfort. 
Rebinſon's Endoxa, 
Harriſon's Spiritual Pleadings. 
Lawſon againſt Hobs. 
Pari{bs[,”s Canon of Scripture. 
Lance Chriſts Power ove: B di- 
ly diſeaſes. 
G.e/ing, on Prayer, 
On P:oy;d:nce, 
On Meditztion 
Laing. a'. Oaſervations on 


toy, 
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Haughton's Rice, Growth, and Fall 
of Antichriſt, 

Eunialus and Lucretia. 

Prrkin's Chatrechiſe. 

Hard“ Three Theological Graces. 

$y4.nham, tor Infant Baptiſme, 

Hollidays $:rmons, 

Swaſhe/d", Saints Sayling:. 

Orders in Chance:'y, 

Dornford's Goſpel, Light, and Life, 

Diſcovery ot Sincerity, 

Accademy of Complements. 

Eſopus in Greck. 

Greck Pſa'ter, 

QUwes's Epigrams, 

Martia,'s Epigtams. 

Sex ca's Tragedics, with Fu. 

Wol'e us's Compendium, 

Sciſme Unmast ed. 

P. ic. t 


Peirce's Calvinits Cabinet unlockt. 
Sanger's Word of Faith. 

Skilfull Phyfitian. 
Havyis, Three-fold tate of man. 
Gildus Epiſtle. 
Barton's Pſalmes» 


Books Printed for and Sold by Francis Tyton, 


His Hymns, 
Bidd/e Diſpoſſeſt, an anſwer to his 
Char. 
Spaniſh Inquiſition. 
Vne's Saints neerneſs to God. 
Bradſhaw, Of Juſtification. 


Theſe Books following of Maſter Richard Baxters. 


Phoriſmes of Juſtifica» 
tion, Duodec. 

2 Ddaints Everslaſtiog reſt, quart. 

5 Infant Baptiſme. 

4 32 Directions for getting and 
keeping peace of Conſci- 
ence, octav. 

Chriſtian Concord, quart, 

Tiuc Chriſtianity, duod. 

A Sermon of Jueg: ment. ducd. 

M:king Light of Chriſt, oct. 

9 Agreement for Chattechi- 

ling. octav- 

10 Reformed Faſtor. octav. 

11 Diſputations of tight to Sacra- 
ments. quart, 

12 Ot Juſtification. quart. 

13 On Converſion. quatt. 

14 A Shect for the Miniſtry. oct. 

15 A Sheet againſt Popery, oct. 

16 A Shect apainſt the Quakers, 8. 

17 A ſecond Sheer tor the Mini- 

ſtry. octav. 

18 A Sheet for the Sick. 

19, 20. Two Sheets fer poor Fami 

hes, actav. 


G © mu 


21 Di ections to Juſtices of the 
Pence, 

22 Crucify ing of the World, qu. 

23 Acalltothe unconverted. duo. 

24 Of Saving Faith, quatt. 

25 Directions to a ſound conver- 
ſion. oRay, 
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26 Grotian Religion. octav. 
27 On Conhrmation. octav. 
28 Five Diſputations about Church 
Government. quart. 
Key for Catholiques. quart. 
A Treatiſe of Selt - denyall. qu. 
Againſt Infidelity, octav. 
His Apology againſt Blake, 
Kindal, &c. 
Worceſter ſhice Petition defends 
ed. quirt- 
His Holy Common wealth. oct. 
His Confeſſion of Faith. quatt. 
His humble advice to the Pu- 
liament. quart. 
Quakers Chartechiſme, quart, 
On Perſeverance, quart. 
His Letter to Mr. Datiy, quart. 
Safe Religion againſt Popery. 8. 
41 Catholick Unity. duod, 
42 True Catholic k. ducd. 
Succeſſive viſibility of the 
Church againſt Papiſts. ect. 
A Sermon on Reperrance, qu. 
On Rejoying. quare, 
On Faith. quatt. 
A Treatiſe of D:ath. 
Vain Religion of the formal 
Hypoecr te. duod. 
Laſt Work of a Reliever duod. 
His Dize& ons for confirming 
weak Chriſtians, octa vo. 
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